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VIA 


Montesa 





Montesa, number one European marque at the 1972 Moto- 
Cross World Championship— number four in overall points. And 
you can ride the replica of the machine Kelevi Vehkonen rode to 
establish this record...the Montesa Cappra 250VR (VR signifies 
Vehkonen Replica). See your dealer or write for information. 


MONTESA MOTORS, INC. - 3657 BEVERLY BLVD. » LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90004 
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20 PENTON 250 MX 16 RACERIZING 
Fast, extremely fast HONDA‘S TH UMPER 


... no longer just the mild- 
mannered XL 250 
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The correct way to connect 
the thingamajig to the 
whatchamacallit 
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SoCal’s traditional wing-ding 
Kudos and criticisms 


BUYERS’ GUIDE 


Brickbats and nifties 


10 ROUGH RIDING 
WITH J.N. ROBERTS 


Take it from an expert 


CHEVROLET 12 INSIDE EUROPE 


U.S. GRAND PRIX : ; 
Carlsbad, Calif., hosts our first 
International MX meeting 


COOPER 250 
ENDURO 


Not bad for a first effort 


POPULAR CYCLING 
SHOWSTOPPER 


Purty pitchers 


INTERNATIONAL 


BERKSHIRE 
TWO-DAYS TRIALS 


America’s.toughest Enduro is 
full of surprises 


AKE JONSSON: TIPS 


BEAUVILLE VAN 


Move that dirt bike around in 
luxury 


MONARK 125 
ENDURO 


Lean, taut and finely fettled 


14 


Mike Nicks is an affable guy 


YOU AND ME AND 
THE MIC 


A new monthly feature about 
bikers and the Motorcycle 
Industry Council. Prexy Tom 


TO BECOMING A 
BETTER MOTO- 
CROSSER 


... and who should 
know better? 


Heininger writes it 





—COVER: Ake Jonsson in the air at Carlsbad capturing another win in the Trans AMA series. Race coverage starts on page 30 and How To 
Be a Better Motocrosser starts on page 54. Ektachrome by Leslie Lovett. 
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Reliability 
Mark Brelsford, the nation’s No. 1 
rider, depends upon Webco reliabil- 
ity for his winning performance. 
Mark has been assigned the coveted 
No. 1 plate by the AMA for having 


finished in the money more times 
than any other racer in 1972. 


Reliability is what it takes to be 
America’s top racer, and Mark 
relies upon Webco products for his 
winning performance. You too, can 
depend upon Webco reliability when 
you want to run in the money. 


Reliability is built into every Webco 
dyno tested product; whether im- 
proved handling kits, shock absorb- 
ers or -high performance engine 
parts. You can also depend on the 
same reliability in the nationally 
known brands that we distribute. 


BIG NEW WEBCO CATALOG 
STILL ONLY $1.00 INCL. DECAL 


WEBCO INC. 


BOX 429 e VENICE, CAL. 90291 


Distributed in the Midwest by 
KK MOTORCYCLE SUPPLY 
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MORE ABOUT BRANCH 


In your special publication Superbikes 
for Street | read the article entitled ‘Jerry 
Branch Just Flows and Flows” by Jim 
Lewis. | am very much interested in having 
him do some head work on the heads of a 
Harley-Davidson XLCH. | haven't been able 
to find his address. 

Tom Quayle 
New Hartford, Conn. 


Sorry about the omission. The address 
you request is: Branch Flowmetrics, 1637 
E. Burnett St., Signal Hill, Calif. His phone 
number is (213) 595-4659. 


ADDRESS WANTED 


Your recent publication Superbikes for 
Street impressed me greatly and | would like 
to compliment you on the accuracy 
achieved in the tests. The information | am 
writing for concerns the article on pages 
132-133 of the above issue. The Monotrack 
Kawasaki spoken of interest me and | would 
be very appreciative if you could forward 
me the address of this company. 

John Stringer 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 


Monotrack Engineering is located at 
959-A West 17th St., Costa Mesa, Calif. 
92627. 


AN EXECUTIVE MATTER 


Somewhat overweight, middle aged and 
vice president of a large corporation—what 
has motorcycling come to? Your excellent 
magazine probably has more readers like me 
than you suspect. 

So what’s my problem? | bought an old, 
but low-mileage Honda CB 160 from a 
friend of mine and enjoy riding it, but Um 
going to get a new bike for two reasons: 

1. My bike is neither fast enough nor 

comfortable for freeway riding. 

2. If | continue to follow my 12-year-old 

son riding his Suzuki 50cc Gaucho on 

our local trails, I’m going to break my 
neck. The CB 160 is NOT a trail bike. 
| need a bike that handles reasonably 
well for recreational trail riding yet has 
plenty of power for the pavement where it 
will spend most of its time. | have convinced 
myself that for reliability and price, | should 
confine myself to Yamaha, Honda or 
Suzuki. 

Where will | feel the difference between a 
Yamaha DT3 250 and an RT3 360? If the 
extra power asserts itself on the street, 
great! If it is useful primarily for Enduro 
riding, | don’t need it. | like Honda's quiet, 
four-stroke engines, but which one for me— 
the SL 350 or the XL 250? Suzuki’s 250 
Savage is well rated for rough riding, but 





how about the street? 

Am | looking at the right kind of bike? If 
so, your comment on the above ones | have 
mentioned would be appreciated. 

Robert J. Wall 
Western Springs, III. 


The difference between the 360 and 250 
Yamaha Enduros is very apparent in terms 
of engine output; while the 250 is no slouch 
the 360 has terrific power at almost all en- 
gine speeds. Acceleration is quite strong. As 
for your choice between the SL 350 and XL 
250—how should we know which is for 
you? You'll have to make up your own 
mind about that. The SL 350 is quite a bit 
faster than the XL 250 in terms of accelera- 
tion and top speed. In this way is might be 
interpreted as being a better street machine 
than the 250. But once off the pavement, 
the 250 fairly well eclipses the SL 350 as a 
dirt machine. Suzuki’s 250 is an excellent 
motorcycle of reliability and good handling 
plus particularly zappy acceleration. The 
choice is yours. 


GOOD OF ALL? 


Referring to Mr. Sell’s thoughts on racing 
congestion, | have to say that legislation for 
the “good of all” is especially detrimental to 
motorcycle racing. The big draw to bikes, at 
least for me, is the getting away from it feel- 
ing. In desert racing (my favorite) here in 
California there are a handful of rules. There 
are some cheaters of course but they 
seldom if ever win. The important thing is 
the attitude of the desert racer. We don't 
particularly race to beat the other guy (that 
is the objective though), it just happens to 
be the best way to blow three hours of your 
time every Sunday. Without sounding like a 
Bruce Brown soap opera, (d like to point 
out to Mr. Sell that rules and regs are good 
for business, but capitalism hasn't found a 
home in the desert. There’s too much of a 
family atmosphere. Û 

On the subject of criminal negligence, the 
law of natural selection, which is the only 
sensible law ever, will prevail upon an “inex- 
perienced rider” either in the race, on the 
way to the race or wherever because the 
person is incapable of preparation. These are 
the kind of people who pull a-trigger to see 
if a gun is loaded. You can't legislate against 
these people because somewhere in life, the 
same shoe fits you. It’s up to you to put it 
on or go barefoot and that's just how it 
should be. 

Dennis Peterson 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 


MORE FOR SELL 


In response to Glenn M. Sell's letter 
(Nov. ‘72, PC), | race in Illinois and Wiscon- 
sin and most of the promoters around here 
use the two-day event. On Saturday, the 
100cc, 125 Junior, 125 and 250 Novice 
races take place. On Sunday, there are the 
125 Senior, 250 (B), 250 (A) and Open 
Class races. There is enough time to run two 
25-minute motos. This system works pretty 
well but I'd still like to race longer motos. 

Mike Vogel 
Streamwood, III. 


YAMAHA 125 HINTS 


Hm writing in regard to a letter you 
received in your August issue. Rich Denuyl 
wrote that he was very unhappy with your 
road test on Yamaha's 125 MX. I'm writing 
to help him and other readers who own this 
model. | also own one and was happy with 
it at first. But as my skill grew the bike did 
not. | made some changes | think helped 
very much. Breaking rear spokes was a prob- 
lem until Koni shock absorbers were in- 
stalled. Also a lowering kit was put on and 


Continued on page 6 


Want a piece of Revell’s ACTIONSTAKES? 


Look at the fantastic prizes. This is the real stuff! 
Enter now and often. Your chances get better every time you enter!!! 







1of 3 AIR CYCLE 


Land-Sea Vehicles 


(Dune Buggy, Power Boat, 
Snowmobile all in One!) 


1 of 2 HOBIE “CAT” 


Sailboats 


(Popular 25 mph 16’ and 
NEW one-man 12’ versions) 


The Baja 500 
CHAMPION 
“Spark Bug" 


(Famous VW racer with 
Speed Equipment) 


1 of 15 Complete BELL & HOWELL 
Super 8 Movie Outfits (camera x Projector) 





TO ENTER: Send any Revell kit end panel (or 3” x 5” 
facsimile with REVELL printed in block letters), with 
your name and address on an official Entry Blank. Get 
one now in 15 specially marked Revell kits, on counter 
cards at your Revell dealer, or by sending a stamped, 


1 Of 1000 self-addressed envelope to Revell. Do it! 





ES 
"Revell Sg 
PS 


OFFICIAL RULES: No purchase necessary. Only one entry per 
PAC TRA envelope will be accepted. All entries become property of Revell, 
Inc. None returned or acknowledged. Winner will be determined in a © 1972 by Revell, Inc., 
random drawing from all entries received by Revell whose decisions 
P ets will be final. Sweepstakes subject to local, state, and federal laws 
and void where prohibited. Tax liability is responsibility of winners. 
In accepting Air Cycle, Catamaran and Racer prizes, winners agree 
(Flat & Glossy Colors) to assume responsibility for city and state licensing and registration û 
with 400 6-packs and requirements. No substitute prizes or cash equivalents given. In ac- Send Eniries To: 
cepting awards, winners grant Revell the right to publicize and pro- H 
600 3-Packs mote their winning of prizes. Employees of Revell, Revell distribu- Revell, Inc. Actionstakes 
i tors, dealers, or their immediate families are ineligible. Actionstakes P.O. Box 66366P 
of Revell kits closes May 31, 1973 (Postmark before midnight). No entries accepted 
after that date. Winners will be announced after September 1, 1973. Los Angeles, CA 90066 
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behold, a Yamaha slider. In order to lose 
weight up high | bought a set of plastic 
fenders and number plates. Lightweight 
handlebars helped too. After drowning the 
spark a few times | drilled a 9/32-in. hole on 
top of the L.S. cover. Putting a valve stem 
from an old tire tube and a hose from it to 
up under the seat (much better breathing). 
For a $700 investment total | think | made 
the right buy. At least | haven’t found a 
better one. You have a great mag and | hope 
you keep it up in your own style. 
Edward Unkel 
Valley Stream, N.Y. 
P.S. Cutting the stinger down to two inches 
and adding a silencer will give you two 
things; more torque and your neighbor’s 
fields to ride in. 


Thanks very much Ed, enthusiasts will 
surely appreciate your comments. 


AMPUTEES 


May we use your letters-to-the-editor 
column to contact sports-minded amputees? 

We're writing a manual about sports and 
recreation for amputees. Wed like to hear 
from amputees about what they do and how 
they do it. 

Although professionals are also contrib- 
uting their skills and knowledge, amputees 
sometimes find very good solutions to their 
own problems and have a lot to offer each 
other. Your readers can help by asking 
amputee sportsmen (and women) to write 


to: Lyle M. Spelbring, OTR 
M5053--SPH II 

School of Public Health 

University of Michigan 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 


Sure thing, happy to help. 





“The Bassani Quiet 
Megaphone 
System for the 
Honda 
SL100 & SL125. 


You can’t b 


WE DO,WE DO 


| would like to know why dirt races and 

sidehacks are not mentioned in your maga- 

zine. The reason | ask is because my dad and 
| race sidehacks on dirt tracks. 

Mark Allen Hudspith 

Santa Ana, Calif. 


Aw, Mark, but we do! Check our Hope- 
town story, for example, on page 22. 


UNSURE 


| own a Penton 125, and a Honda CL 
100. My first problem is my Penton. It’s 
equipped with a set of Arces forks and 
they're not doing the job they're supposed 
to. Could you recommend a good fork oil 
that would help improve their performance 
in the dirt. 

My next question is, would a Poweroll 
125-cc kit improve my CL 100 top end. I've 
heard that the kit is bad on the trans and 
after a time causes a great power loss, could 
you tell me if the kit’s really worth it. Your 
mag is really great especially the photo- 
graphy. 

Timmy Tims 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 

In terms of design and construction, your 
standard forks are more than adequate. If 
they aren’t doing the job there is a reason. 
We suggest you overhaul the units you al- 
ready have instead of going to the expense 
of buying a new assembly. There are many 
fork oils available that will do the job. 
Check with our advertisers. 

A Poweroll kit certainly will improve the 
bike’s top end performance. As for your 
query about the kit being hard on the trans- 
mission we can’t say for sure but in a way 
it’s true. You see, everything and anything 
that boosts output of a given engine causes 


eat the system." 


added strain to working components. That’s 
why lawn mowers last longer than racers. As 
for the Poweroll kit specifically, its quality 
is very good and it makes the bike go a lot 


faster. 
DT-2 R/T 


(ve been subscribing to Popular Cycling 
for only a short time and was wondering if 
you've done a road test on any recent year 
Yamaha 250 Enduro. If so, what month and 
year issue was it in? Thanks very much, | 
think you have the best cycle magazine on 
the market. 

Dan Hunt 
Portland, Ore. 


The Yamaha 250 Enduro was last tested 
in the Feb. ’72 issue of PC. 


GOTCHA’ COVERED 


Your covers are always consistently ex- 
cellent, but the cover shot on your July 
(1972) issue is outstanding; in fact, it is the 
most colorful, most exciting action shot | 
have ever seen. 

| can imagine how tricky it was for the 
riders to synchronize their wheelies, and 
then for the photog to catch the action right 
at its peak. The jaunty lean of the Honda 
rider, the blurred front wheels and the dirt 
being kicked up by the rear wheels all add 
up to a real hard-charging scene, truly a 
great shot! 

| think it would make a terrific poster— 
how ‘bout it? 

Steve Newman 
Pomona, Calif. 


Shucks, Steve, it warn’t nuthin’. 
FIRST TIME READER 


| am presently the owner of a Yamaha 
CT-1 and | am thinking of purchasing a 
larger bike in the future. | have narrowed it 





























BASSANI MANUFACTURING 
HAS DESIGNED A TRUE RE- 
VERSE MEGAPHONE WITH 
A BUILT ON SILENCER, NOT 
A MUFFLER OR A MEGA- 
PHONE PACKED WITH BAF- 
FLES. 

ON THE TRACK OR TRAIL 
YOU WILL GET INCREASED 
PERFORMANCE THROUGH- 
OUT THE ENTIRE RPM RANGE. 
THE BASSANI QUIET MEGAPHONE 

SYSTEM IS A (1) TUNED HEAD PIPE THAT MOUNTS WITH STOCK HONDA CLAMP, (2) AN 
UPSWEPT REVERSE CONE MEGAPHONE WITH BUILT-ON REBUILDABLE SILENCER AND (3) 
COMPLETE MOUNTING HARDWARE TO BOLT ON EASIER. 


RETAIL $32.00 











1117 FOUNTAIN WAY 
ANAHEIM, CALIF.92806 
(714) 630-1821 
Dept PC 


Bassani 


Manufacturing 
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down to an Ossa Pioneer or a similar enduro 
bike and would like to know if PC has ever 
published a test on it. If you have | will 
gladly buy a copy. 

Right now all | do is a little fireroading 
and trailriding and | am looking for some- 
thing with a little more horsepower and 
better handling. 

This is my first issue of your magazine | 
have bought and | think it is pretty neat. 
Thanks for your time and help. 

Bruce Hamlett 
Fredericksburg, Va. 


The Ossa Pioneer was tested in the April 
“72 issue of PC. It is available from out Back 
Issue Department. 


LEAD, SCHMED 


| would like to know if unleaded gasoline 
could have any adverse effect on my Kawa- 
saki 250 Enduro. 
| started using the low-lead fuel with a 
100-cc Yamaha that had a problem with 
plug fouling. A friend had been using white 
gasoline in his 250CZ for the same reason 
with no apparent ill affect. | have been 
wondering about the possibility of problems 
arising from extended use of low-lead fuels. 
Royden Roberts 
Hood River, Ore. 


For two-strokes on the whole, low-lead 
gasoline is vastly preferable to the high- 
octane stuff as long as no pinging is encoun- 
tered during normal engine operation. 


SON OF IRKED 


| have just read the article you named 
“Irked’’ in the Soapbox column of the 
November issue and | too am irked at your 
response to Steve Newman's testimony. | 


personally own a BSA 441 Victor and | ride 
everywhere on it. It’s a ‘69 and has over 
30,000 miles on it. | race it in hillclimbs and 
cross country runs, trail ride it, and as you 
can see from the number of miles 1 also do 
quite a bit of road riding. 

You can say that a DT-1 fills the dual 
purpose image but in my opinion the DT-1 
is a good dirt bike but as for the street, well 
its only a dirt bike in street duds. I’ve never 
seen anybody take one on a long road trip 
as | have my Beeza and my Beeza goes real 
good in the dirt too. In order to have a dual 
purpose bike you have to have two bikes 
but the next closest thing to it has to be my 
BSA before a Yammy, either 250 or 360. 
I’m not just boosting BSA’s though because 
| have ridden the Japanese Junk and the 
British bikes are better. Other than that 
slight misinterpretation of yours you havea 
good mag and | enjoy the columns. My 
subscription is enclosed. 

Frank Green 
Morrisville, NY 


BEE-EMS 


Enclosed is a copy of our new journal 
entitled BMW Motorcycle Journal. This 
internal house publication will be mailed to 
all registered BMW owners on a quarterly 
basis. Undoubtedly, there are some BMW 
Owners whose addresses are not known to 
us. We would appreciate it if your publica- 
tion would mention that this journal is avail- 
able to all BMW owners. 

Helmut M. Kern 

Butler & Smith, Inc. 
135 East Stanley St. 
Compton, Calif. 90220 

The issue is spiffy, Helmut, and we are 
running your full address so all Bee-Em 
owners can contact you. 


QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS 


In your Summer 1972 Trail Bike 
Quarterly on page 91 you talked about the 
Suzuki 90 hop up kit. | would like to know 
haw you get 18 bhp with the kit and what 
you get with it and what all you do and how 
much it costs. 

Tim Martin 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Why don’t you write to the guys at 
Suzuki? Their address is 13767 Freeway 
Dr., Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670. 


BROKEN 


| recently purchased a used Suzuki 50. | 
was riding on a trail at about 25 mph and 
the engine just quit running. | pushed it 
home and tried to find out what was wrong 
but could not. | checked the timing but it 
was right, | checked the carburetor and the 
fuel line and the engine was getting plenty 
of gas. So | checked the ignition and | even 
got shocked off the high tension lead. A 
new spark plug was put in but still nothing, 
so after pushing it around for about a 
quarter of a mile in never even popped. So | 
decided to tear the engine down. | found 
the lower ring was broken. Also the ring 
around the piston that separates the two 
rings is broken off on one side. Now my 
questions are, will a broken oil ring stop and 
engine from just starting? And would the 
broken piston prevent it from starting? A 
guy told me that | would have to buy a new 
piston, is this true? Please publish this so | 
can get an answer. 


Brent Knowlton 
No address. 


A. 
Y es, Yes, Y es. £ 



















MAICO and be a Winner! 


Who says a factory production 
cycle can't take the “Specials”! 


The 1972 TRANS-AMA gives you the answer: 


AKE JONSSON WON THE ( 
OVERALL CHAMPIONSHIP NOV. 19 ` 


Riding the same kind of MAICO -- not “almost the 
same”-- that you can help uncrate at your local 
dealer, Ake racked up an unbeatable total of 1250 
points with two meets to go in the series. He had 
won the last seven meets in a row! 


Now, if you want to charge up front in your own 
local competition, why not take a leaf out of the 
champ's book. Ride a Winner and be a Winner. 
Translated from the German, that reads: Ride a 








WEST 






ILL.-IND.-WIS.-W. KY. 

COOPER MOTORS DEBENHAM IMPORTS “EASTERN MAICO 
110 E. Santa Anita Ave. 887 Main St. 

Burbank, Calif. 91502 Antioch, Ill. 60002 

















EAST 


Royal & Duke Sts. 
Reedsville, Pa. 17084 
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HELP YOU 
DO IT BETTER! 


SMART BOOKS 


“TUNING FOR PERFORMANCE” 


Carl Shipman, contributing editor for Dirt Bike 
Magazine, tells and shows you how to tune your bike 
for best performance. Complete theory and practice 

on tuning for air density. The full story on motor- 
cycle carbs, ignition timing, compression and gearing. 

Charts, graphs, and formulas show you the effects 
of altitude, temperature, density, jet sizing, fuel-air 
ratios, and much more. Gives you the pro methods 

of performance measurement, tuning, and records, 
along with a RAD chart and useful record forms 

to use as you tune. Solves your tuning problems 
„ Or your money back! $5.00 postpaid. 






“MOTORCYCLE ENGINEERING” 
by P.E. Irving 


We keep this book in print because it’s too good to 
die. Long the standard reference for riders who like to 
know about frames, suspension, handling, motorcycle 

development, and much more. Belongs on every 
serious rider’s bookshelf. $5.00 postpaid 


“THE BOONIE BOOK” 


Popular favorite on dirt machines and how to ride 
them. Now in the third printing, with recommenda- 
tions by magazines -and praise from readers. Carl 
Shipman’s humor lets you laugh while you learn to 
avoid mistakes. Tells and shows you how to set up 
your bike; how to adjust and maintain it; riding 
techniques including the trick stuff. Plus a special 
section on advanced control techniques that you 
won't find anywhere else. GUARANTEE: Makes 
you a better and smarter rider in three weeks, 

or your money back. Only $2.95 postpaid 


GET ALL THREE - $12.00 postpaid 





„O“ 
IN NM 2 AD FREE with any order: “All About Chains and Sprockets” 
CQ BOOKLET full of good info and data 

i ^ 
Vë S and e EE aran dên ka A an ve ----------------------------- 
"` 1 
OO P.O. Box 14422 i 
oe THE DIRT RIDER, Atbuquerque, NM 87111 
FREE Booklet L] with order Please send books | have checked: : 
1 
Tuning for Performance O $ 5.00 Name 1 
1 
Motorcycle Engineering H $ 5.00 Street l 
The Boonie Book O $295 City 
Send them all! UI $12.00 See Zip | 
Enclosed is $ 7 j 
K101 ! 


FOR THE 


SUPERBIKES STREET 


Finally it’s here. The most comprehensive coverage of all the 
super heavy street machines available to you. Sixteen big road 
tests, complete specs, super tuning, drag bikes, insurance and 
much more, all under one cover. This book is a must for all 
superbike fans. Each bike has been carefully tested and 
evaluated by professionals to give you all the info you will 
need to select your own super bike. So don’t miss out on 

this great publication. Just fill out the coupon below and 
enclose $1.75 plus 25¢ for postage and handling. Mail to: SUPERBIKES 


Delta Distributing Company 131 S. Barrington Place Los Angeles, California 90049 
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State 
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The latest addition to the Venolia line of 
forged pistons for motorcycles is for the 
Honda 750. As shown, this new perform- 
ance piston is made in big bore to small bore 
versions. Other forged bike pistons for street 
or racing in all sizes and bores will be 
custom-designed by Venolia to fit your par- 
ticular application. See your local dealer or 
send $1 for new catalog which includes mo- 
torcycle section to Venolia, Dept. PC, 2160 
Cherry Industrial Circle, Long Beach, CA 
90805. 





Routt's Cycle Center is offering S & W 
new style valve springs. Labeled “type A” 
these springs are progressively wound air- 
craft wire that is magnafluxed, shot peened 
and pressure checked to allow higher rom 
with less seat pressure. Outer spring is 1% 
inch in diameter and new designed inner 
spring is wound in reverse and has an inter- 
ference fit with the outer spring to dampen 
harmonics. Four inners and four outers to a 
set (No. 1085) for $11.95. Send $1.50 for a 
catalog to Routt’s Cycle Center, Inc., Dept. 
PC, 4633 42nd Place, Hyattsville, MD 
20781. 





Sperex Corporation has announced a new 
motorcycle chemical line in addition to 
their automotive line. This new line in- 
cludes: Chain Lube, Wrinkle Finish, Spark 
Plug cleaner, Grease Away, Expansion 
Chamber paint and 1200-degree Flameproof 
Black coating. For more information con- 
tact Sperex Corporation, Dept. PC, 2239 
Pontius Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90064. 


Continued on page 68 


You really want to feel the earth moving under your wheels. 
Sounds rushing, squealing past your ears... . It’s hard to 
put it into words... how you feel about your 
bike.... We know how to put it into words. 
That’s why we’re in this business. .. . 





` Sometimes showy, sometimes spectac-| 
ular, sometimes outspoken, but always 
fast-moving, POPULAR CYCLING. 
offers you the best month-to-month 
coverage on the whole motorcycle 
scene, We hassle and harass these bikes 
` ‘til they whimper to find the top equip- 
ment for you. We scoop the meets and 
races all over the country. If you don't 
find it in our magazine, let us know. 
We're on top and that’s where we plan 
to stay. You'll stay on top too when 
you read POPULAR CYCLING every- 
month, Subscribe today. 





















` DON’T WAIT! For a limited time at this money-saving price! $2.50 for seven 
EE action packed issues! |. 
/n order to better meet your interests, we POPULAR CYCL ING | 
would like you to check the articles 1, 2, 131 S. Barrington PI., Los Angeles, Ca 90049 


& 3, in the order of your preference. 


(d like my subscription to POPULAR CYCLING 
to start with the next issue. Enclosed is 


Racerizi î ) ) 
EE $2.50 for seven action packed months. | 


Penton’s 250 
Hopetown Classic 
Cooper 250 Enduro Name 
U.S. Grand Prix 

MC Transpo EE 
Pop Cycling’s Show Stopper — Color City. ` 
750 Honda Re-Build 
Berkshire 

Monark 125 Test 
How To Be a Better Motocrosser Zip 








State 










RIDING 
dN. 








AT2 TIPS 


In May | purchased a Yamaha AT2 and 
added a 3.50 Pirelli knobby and a Bob 
Bailey Peace pipe. | am very pleased with it 
except for one thing, it’s 50-inch wheelbase. 
Does a 21-inch wheel increase the wheel- 
base? If so, how much? Also, the bike has a 
14-tooth countershaft sprocket, but | would 
like some more low-end power to climb 
some really bad hills. Would a 13- or 
12-tooth sprocket be better without drop- 
ping the top speed by too much? 

Ross M. Davis 
Peoria, III. 


A 21-inch wheel on your Yamaha would 
increase the wheelbase over a couple of 
inches and should make for better handling, 
especially cornering in the dirt. As for 
putting on a lower countershaft sprocket to 
gain a little bit more power, it would help 
you make some of the bad hills you are 
talking about. If you happen to have a larger 
sprocket | would recommend putting this 
One on the rear as opposed to putting a 
smaller one on the front. It not only gives 
more low end power but is also more 
economical. 


SUGGESTION WANTED 


| have a bike problem. | presently own a 
Honda CT-70 and would like to get a 125 or 
175. What would you suggest? | have a 
friend who has a Hodaka with a Hooker, 
back knobby, alloy rim, etc. Should | buy 
this or maybe a Yammy 175? How do you 
like the Suzuki Duster 125? | like cow 
trailing and | am 15, weigh 140 Ib. and I’m 
5 ft. 11 in. tall. | think your magazine 
should be the dirt rider’s best friend. | have 
bought about seven issues and I’ve only seen 
four road bikes. 

Jim Burden 
Wenham, Mass. 


Well after listening to your story Jim, I 
think for your size and age and the fact that 
you like cowtrailing that you would be 
pleased with either a 125 Honda or the 175 
Yamaha. Either the two-strokes or four- 
strokes would be good for trailing. After 
having a little CT-70 a 125 would be a big 
step and you would probably be pleased 
with it. | wouldn’t go to the 175 Honda 
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because then you go into a lot of weight and 
| don’t think you’d be too pleased with that 
for cowtrailing. 


NO SPRING CHICKEN 


| would like to clear up some mysteries 
regarding your age now and when you began 
riding bikes and racing. In the August 1972 
issue of Rough Riding you stated that you 
began riding in the dirt when you were 23. 
In the October 1972 issue you said you 
didn't get on a bike until you were 23. Now 
for the mystery. In the July 1966 issue of 
Cycle World are the results of the 1966 
National Championship Hare & Hound and 
you finished sixth place at the age of 16. 
I’m enclosing the article. What gives? Was 
the age of 16 just a misprint? Also, why 
didn’t you compete in the 1.S.D.T.? There 
couldn't be two J.N. Roberts with ,your 
talent. Could you possibly test the 100 
Penton? Thanks for your time, it’s a great 
magazine. 
Kres Hilts 
Reno, Nev. 


Well to clear up your mysteries I’m 30 
years old right now and | did start riding 
when | was 23 (this was in the dirt, | didn’t 
ride on the street). As for the Cycle World 
article that was a misprint on their part 
because | wasn’t 16. | didn’t compete in the 
1.S.D.T. this year because | had an injury 
and wasn’t able to make it. A test on the 
Penton 100 is coming up soon. 


MX DUSTER 


| currently own a Suzuki 125 Duster set 
up for motocross. The other day | saw an 
advertisement for the Suzuki 125 Challenger 
MX bike to be brought out soon. | would 
like to know whether it would be more 
sensible to keep my Duster and get the hop- 
up kit for it or sell it and get the new Suzuki 
125 MX bike? One more thing, when are 
you going to do a test on the Suzuki 125 
Challenger MX? Your mag is great! Keep it 
up. 
Dave Michaliszyo 
Pittsburgh, Penn. 


1 would probably stick to the 125 Duster 
because you know something about its 
capabilities and how it’s working for you. | 
would wait until the new 125 comes out 
and see how it road tests before buying one. 
PC will be testing the Suzuki 125 Challenger 
MX as soon as they arrive in the States 
which won’t be before February. 


H-D WOODS BIKE 


Recently | purchased my first bike, a 
Harley Davidson SX 350 Sprint. What is 
your opinion of this bike? | would like to 
use this bike mostly for riding in the woods 
and on trails. What size gear should | use on 
the rear wheels? Also, what kind of oil 
should | use in the front forks and what 
about the rear shocks? Got any suggestions 
as to what | can do to lighten the bike? 


Should any modifications be made to the. 


engine or frame? Has there been any articles 

written about this bike or will there by any? 

| would greatly appreciate any and all 

suggestions for | am new at this sport. If it 
helps, | am 23. Thank you. 

Anthony Banks 

Passaic, N.J. 


If you are a fairly good-sized chap the 
Harley Davidson SX 350 should putt right 
along for you in the woods. Run it stock 
just like it is and that way it will save you a 
little money and it might be suitable for 
what you want to do. Your bike is equipped 
with a stock gear right now; you should try 
it out first and see if you think if might be 
geared a little too high. If this is the case | 


would suggest changing the rear sprocket by 
going up six or eight teeth on the rear 
sprocket or one or two teeth down on the 
countershaft sprocket up front. This modifi- 
cation will make a big difference. If you are 
using the bike in the winter you will be 
using a lighter oil in the forks and in the 
summer you will be using a heavier oil; this 
is similar to how you run oil in a car. It’s 
pretty hard to lighten a bike without 
spending a lot of money so | would 


` probably just take off any excess equipment 


that you don’t need. If you still think you 
need a lighter bike you will probably have 
to switch brands—to maybe one of the 
lighter two-strokes. | don’t think you will 
need any modifications to your engine and 
frame for trail riding. For more information 
on this bike | would check with my local 
dealer because he is much more into this 
bike and would be a lot of help. 


JUNIOR 


| am 13 years old, 5 ft. 11 in. tall, anda 
trail rider. Currently | own a SL-100 Honda. 
| have been trying to get my father to buy 
me a TM-250J Suzuki. What | want to know 
is the 250 any good and if you think | could 
handle it? Or do you think | should ask for 
a TM-125. Some of my friends tell me that 
in order for a Suzuki to be competitive you 
have to have a heavier flywheel installed, is 
this true? Are there any other modifications 
| can make to help make it competitive? 
Also what mods could | make to put life 
into the SL-100? 

Dann Lusakow 

Avella, Penn. 

P.S. Please answer this letter or the guys 
won't believe | wrote to you. 

For your size, age and weight | think | 
would just stick with the Honda for a while 
yet and continue to ride that. But if you 
have your heart set on the 250 | do believe 
that they have to make them competitive. 
In other words they put heavier flywheels 
on them already, but you can ask your 
dealer about that. For adding life to the 
SL-100 check with your dealer and see what 
kind of pipe bell lead you to. Camshafts 
make a big difference in those bikes also. 
Now, you get your letter answered and the 
guys will believe that you wrote. 





HONDA MINI 


| am presently riding a SL70 Honda. | 
think it is a great bike. | want to put a 
Hooker header on it. Do you think it is 
worth the bother or do you think | should 
leave it as it is? | like your magazine and 
your tips on riding. 
Johnny Elliott 
Florence, S.C. 


The little SL70 Honda would not be 
helped that much by putting a Hooker 
header on -because it is not a high horse- 
power motorcycle to start with and | think 
that you would be defeating the purpose of 
the little bike. The Honda 70 is a good little 
bike just the way it is and | wouldn’t mess 
with it. 


CLUBS 


Is it wise to join a desert club when 
racing? Do clubs such as the Viewfinders, 
San Gabriel, Checkers, etc. organize a pit for 
their whole club at a race? 

Fred Moon 
Parker, Ariz. 


The clubs in the desert organize pits for 
their club members every week. Clubs area 
very good idea, especially from a safety 
standpoint as the members look out for one 
another. For instance, after a race the club 
members do not leave until everyone has 
returned safely. Clubs work together to 
improve any adverse situations that involve 
motorcycles and motorcycling. 


BAJA INFO 
| am inquiring about the Baja race in 
California. | have not been able to find 


much information on it, but | think you can 
probably help me. | would like to know 
where it is held, what date it begins, now 
long the race is (mileage), is it AMA- 
sanctioned, how does one enter, what is the 
average speed for a 350-cc bike in this 
contest and what are the hazards of this 
race? 
Philip L. Brown 
Lockport, III. 


The Baja 1000 race is November 1 this 
year. The race is about 863 miles long, starts 
at Ensenada and ends in La Paz, Mexico. It 
is not AMA-sanctioned as it is held by a 
private organization, the National Off-Road 
Racing Association (NORRA). Because of 
the distance and the terrain it is hard to 
determine an average speed. As for entering 
this race | wouldn't try if | had never been 
down there. It takes a lot of organization 
and is not something that you can just jump 
into without thoroughly understanding it 
first. To get all the information you need 
contact NORRA at 1616 Victory Blvd., 
Glendale, Calif. 91201. 


KAW FRONT END 


This is a dual question letter. It has to do 
with two different bikes. First, | own a 
Kawasaki 85, Model J, which they never 
imported. My problem with this bike is the 
suspension. It seems to bottom out on every 
little bump. | had them rebuilt and used 
heavier oil but this didn’t seem to help 
much. | tried stiffer springs but even then it 
was like riding a bucking bronc. | would like 
to find a good pair of Hatta forks (used) and 
slap them on, but what do | do in the mean 
time? Second, | have a Yamaha '’71" AT1 
Enduro. | stripped it down and put a 
3.50—18 knobby on the rear and kept the 
3.25—18 stock tire on the front. Would it be 
good to go to a 19-inch or 21-inch on the 
front for better handling? Also | went from 
the stock 14-tooth front sprocket to a 
12-tooth for a little more power. All this 
didn't give me enough power. It helped 
some, of course, but (d like more. | am 16 
years old, weigh 160 Ib. and am six feet tall. 
| live near the L.A. International airport so | 
ride at Indian Dunes quite a lot. Also the 
Mojave and Anza-Borrego deserts so | think 
you'll know the type of riding | do. | would 
like to race motocross, though. Your Rough 
Riding tips are great. Thanks. 

Doug Buttermore 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

It is a little hard for us to be experts on 
the Kawasaki J85 since it has never been 
imported into this country. Just try putting 
the different forks on it, this will work. As 
for your 1971 Yamaha Enduro 1 would go 
to the 21-inch front tire because it would 
definitely make it handle better. | would 
also go to one of the better expansion 
chambers that have built-in silencers and | 
think you will notice a difference in power 
(this would also be the least cost to Wan: -ٌ 


CHOPPER DESIGNS 


COLORFUL SEW ON PATCHES MULTI-COLOR T-SHIRTS, 
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DESIGN YOUR OWN 
COLORFUL NYLON JACKET 
Using the Sew On Patches Above Dë ERÊN Ed 
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Jacket Color Stripe 
1803 Blue White 
1804 Orange Black 
1805 Red White/Blk 
1806 White Blue/Red 
1807 Yellow Black 
1808 Gold White/Blk 


BOYS, WOMENS, MENS SIZES 
SPECIFY YOUR SIZE Only 7.95 


` 8080 


wy SURFER CROSSES ON CHAINS 
1%" — 5101 — 1.00 

— 5102 = 1:50 
— 5105 — 3.00 

















TIE TACKS 
LAPEL PINS 
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CHOPPER BARON Mass SW 
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5162 Chrome..........4.95 
5163 Candy Apple. .4.95 Incl. 
5164 Metal Flake ....4.95 PAR pni 








CHOPPER WW I 
5149 Black.............. 5.95 
Candy & Flake — Red, Blue, Orange 


CATALOG 1.00 — REFUNDABLE 
Orders under $10 add 50¢ per order 
Ne eS eae he = Wo eke yan and handling — No C.O.D.'s 
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T-SHIRTS 2.95 Design on Both 

SWEATSHIRTS 4.75 Sides Add 1.00 

“Gort Accessories Accessories JACKETS 8.95 Tienefers only 1.00 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. SPECIFY YOUR SIZE 


2607 Hennepin Ave. S. Dept. 273-C 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55408 


All Boys and Mens Available 
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FIM Congress 

American riders will find it easier.to score points in world 
championship motocross from 1973 onward. 

This will be one effect of the decisions made at the motor- 


cycling world’s major political event, the annual FIM winter. 


Congress, held on this occasion in London. 

The FIM (Federation Internationale Motocycliste—that’s 
French) is the governing body of international motorcycle 
sport, the AMA being among its affiliated bodies. Delegates 
from member countries gather at the annual congresses to fix 
the future policies and trends of the sport. 

New MX Point Structure 

At the London sessions, one of the more important 
changes made was to the system of scoring in GP motocross. 
Until now, the first 10 overall finishers in a two-leg GP gain 
points on a 15-12-10-8-6-5-4-3-2-1 basis. This means that a 
rider who perhaps wins the first leg, but suffers machine 
failure in the second, gets nothing. Also, if a top rider crashes 
or retires in the opening leg, there is no point in him appear- 
ing in the second. In this case, the spectators get robbed. 

So the delegates have decided to award points for each 
leg, still using the same numerical grading. A rider who wins 
both legs of a GP will now receive 30 championship points, 
while a superman who sweeps undefeated through all 12 
rounds and 24 legs of a GP 
season can earn 360 points, 
although a rider’s best seven 
results only are counted in a 
year. 

Lesser riders will therefore 
collect points more frequently 
than under the old system, 
since under the rigorous condi- 
tions of the GPs it’s quite com- 
mon for a newcomer to finish, 
say, ninth or tenth in one leg, 
but not feature in the other. 
Leading contenders for world 
titles have called for the new 
system, for obvious reasons, 
but it will also encourage 
younger riders. 

125 MX Championship 

Other important FIM deci- 
sions affecting international 
motorcross are that the proposed minimum weight limits 
(209 1b. for 500-cc machines, 193.5 lb. for 250s, 176 lb. for 
125s) become legal in 1973, and a new 125-cc championship 
has been created. The U.S.A. is among 17 countries which 
have been granted rounds in the 125-cc series. Sixteen of the 
rounds will be split into two groups, with the best 15 riders 
from each group going to a final in Yugoslavia on September 
19. 

Titanic Hassle 

American influence, guided by AMA director Russ March, 
was much in evidence at the Congress. Delegates agree, for 
instance, that titanium should be banned from motorcross. 
Later, it may also be declared illegal in road racing. 

Regulations governing the use of titanium have already 
been introduced in America by the AMA. 

West German delegate Helmut Boensch, the president of 
the FIM’s technical committee, said that he had heard that 
one factory had suffered a 75 percent breakage rate in 
titanium parts in one season. Possibly he was referring to 
Husqvarna, who made largely unsuccessful experiments with 
titanium frames on their GP bikes in1972. 

Arguments first used by the AMA were brought out in 
support of the ban-the difficulty in handling titanium, its 
expense, and the fact it is prone to breakage if a part is 
scratched or exposed to high frequency vibration. 
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The frame, front forks, swinging arm, handlebars and 
axles are the areas covered by the ban. 
GP Prize 

March and his AMA colleagues must have been less happy, 
however, at the FIM’s inept handling of new proposals for 
Formula 750 road racing. There is great pressure from many 
countries for a new F750 series to be created to supersede 
the existing world championships, which are not gaining 
maxium impact because there are too many classes (50, 125, 
250, 350, 500-cc and sidecars), too many rounds (13 in 
1972) and insufficient cash rewards for riders. 

The Congress did indeed introduce such a series—but in a 
typically half-hearted manner. They have given it the soggy 
title of “The FIM Prize.” The FIM should award themselves 
their own prize for inventing the world’s dullest title. 

F750 Promises Thrills 

But at least the new series does not have to be held in 
conjunction with existing GPs. This saves the big 750s from 
being packed into already overcrowded race programs. 

Four countries immediately applied for rounds, and more 
should be forthcoming before the ’73 road race season be- 
gins. The Daytona 200 will kick off the series, Britain will 
probably stage a round on the fast three-mile Silverstone 
circuit, and Italy and Sweden are the other two early 
applicants. 

Despite the FIM?’s initial 
bungling, great things could 
come of this new advance in 
F750 racing. 

A definite setback for 
Russ March’s F750 plans 
came in the form of an FIM 
refusal to relax the homolo- 
gation rules. March wanted 
frames and brakes freed from 
the necessity of being ap- 
proved. In other words, run 
whatever you like, as long as 
its safe. Engines would con- 
tinue to be based on pro- 
duction units, although 
March wanted certain modifi- 
cations to cylinder barrels to 
be permitted. 

His ideas were backed by 
the British, his constant supporters in F750 matters, but the 
FIM’s sports committee chucked the plans out. America orig- 
inally instigated the rather complex regulations governing 
F750 machinery, but now recognizes that a simple control 
over engines will be enough to control costs and keep private 
owners near the front. But some member countries of the 
FIM were unable to accept this rapid but sensible change 
of policy. 

Quo Vadis, BSA-Triumph? 

These are worrying times for everyone in the British 
motorcycle movement, because the future of our major 
producer, the BSA-Triumph group, remains uncertain. They 
are still fighting to recover from the financial crisis that al- 
most killed them in 1971, and at the time of writing the 
news is both good and grey. 

The most recently published figures indicate that BSA is 
beginning to find ways of once more becoming a profitable 
business. They show that the company made a profit of 
approximately $2.9 million during the latter half of the 
financial year ending in July 1972. 

Taking the year as a whole, the company made a loss of 
about $1,100,000, but this was a great improvement on the 
loss of some $6.8 million in the previous crisis-riddled 12 
months, 

The group were right in the forefront of the current 


By Mike Nicks 


“Superbike” era when they launched 
the 750-cc three-cylinder Triumph 
Trident and BSA Rocket-3 models in 
1968, but after that they lost momen- 
tum, and nothing really new has ap- 
peared from them since. 

You may remember promises of a 
DOHC twin-cylinder 350, but that 
never reached the production stage, al- 
though it was exhibited at a London 
motorcycle show. 

BSA’s problems are compounded 
by the rate at which foreign manufac- 
turers, notably the Japanese, unveil a 
bewildering stream of new models. 
Example: on the same weekend that 
BSA’s financial details were an- 
nounced, Yamaha displayed their new 
660-cc twin-rotor Wankel-engined ma- 
chine, and a new eight-valve 500-cc 
Twin at the Tokyo Show. In Italy, 
Benelli revealed their sensational new 
six-cylinder 750. 

But BSA are working on the prob- 
lem (they have to—they cannot lean 
on the Bonneville for another 20 
years). They, too, have acquired manu- 
facturing rights for the Wankel engine, 
and have promised a production 
rotary-engined machine by 1975. If 
you lurk outside the Triumph experi- 
mental shop at Meriden, England, you 
can hear the throaty sound of the 
machine under test. 

Meanwhile, the group’s biggest 
problem is a lack of cash to keep the 
business ticking over and to invest in a 
new plant. They have even had discus- 
sions with the British government, 
presumably over the possibility of 
financial assistance. 

When BSA’s crisis occurred, they 
were castigated by the Press and the 
public for their complaisance in past 
years. At the same time, the critics felt 
a real concern for the company. BSA 
is capable of producing good designs, 
and no one wants to see a company 
like that die. In their struggle, BSA- 
Triumph certainly have the goodwill 
of the motorcycling public behind 
them. 
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100cc BERKSHIRE 
Penton tuned 6-speed engine. 
Chrome Moly frame. Solid State 
ignition. The. ultimate 100cc 
sportcycle in Moto-Cross or 
Enduro versions. Features 
like Cerianni forks, Magura 
controls and Girling shocks 
combine for an unbeatable 
combination in the 100cc 
class. ISDT gold medal win- 

ner. > 
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125cc SIX-DAYS 

The ultimate lightweight 
sportcycle today. Penton 
tuned engine with Solid 
State ignition. New 
Chrome Moly frame design 
allows running in water up 
to the tank. Available in 
Moto-Cross or Enduro trim. The 
Penton Six-Day won more gold 
medals in ‘72 2-day trials than 
any other machine, 


175cc JACKPINER 
The new Penton/KTM 6-speed 
engine, which is the most 
advanced 2-stroke competition 
engine on the market today. 
Items like upswept expan- 
sion chamber and muffler, 
magnesium hubs and knobby 
tires are all standard with the 
Jackpiner. The Jackpiner is an 
ISDT gold medal winner and 
excels at moto-cross and 
enduro. Available in moto- 
cross or enduro versions. 


125cc OBSERVED TRIALS 
The newest Penton entry for 
the growing sport of 
observed trials. Features a 
6-speed engine tuned for 

trials work where bottom 
end is needed. Reynolds 531 
tubing bent into one of the 
finest frames for observed 
trials work. 
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FORGED PISTONS 
FOR MOTORCYCLES 


e VENOLI 


ALL SIZES & BORES — FOR RACING OR STREET 
Because we're the leader in automotive 
competition pistons, doesn’t it stand to 
reason you will benefit from our research? 

SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 












750 Honda 
Big-bore 


“All we do is think a little smaller, but we 
give you just as much.” 


e 2160 CHERRY INDUSTRIAL CIRCLE 
LONG BEACH, CALIF. 90805 


e 213-636-9329 DEPT. O 


750 Honda 
Small-bore 
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RE:CYCLE POWER 


HOOKER, HUSKY, TIBBLIN/NILSSON CONQUER BAJA 


BAJA 1000: The most gruelling race known to man and machine. 
Tibblin and Nilsson combined their meticulously prepared 
Husqvarna with a Hooker Exhaust Tuner for 

19 hours, 19 minutes of maximum 

performance and extraordinary power. More 

rugged than ever, Hooker Tuners are perfect in every critical 
dimension. With spring mounted tuned core muffler, 

insulated rubber mounts, heavier gauge steel, hydroformed body 
and adjustable rear bracket, Hooker Exhaust Tuners are the 
ultimate in sophisticated systems. 


Send 50c for 2 Hooker Decals, complete information and price list. 


K BE 1032-T WEST BROOKS STREET 


HEADERS ONTARIO, CALIFORNIA 91762 
€ (714) 983-5871 


MAIL ORDER 
ONE DAY SERVICE 


GENUINE KAWASAKI 
NORTON, DKW, AJS, 
PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
For catalog of accessories and a 


list of available parts catalogs and 
service manuals send 50é to: 
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Strength in Reserve. 


Today's Army Reserve is made up of over 
one million Americans. It has served 

our country in all the major conflicts of 
this century, and is doing so today 

in Vietnam. 


T 

P Pi A THE U.S. ARMY RESERVE 
Encino, Calif. 91316 

Tel.: (213) 788-9010 
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WHAT 
WE'RE 
ALL 
ABOUT 








As Presi- 

dent of Webco, 

Inc., I have per- 

sonally seen 

several indus- 

try associa- 

go since 1954. 

I know there 

have been 

many promises 

and few ac- 

complishments 

on the part of 

dealer associa- 

tions in the last 

ji 50 years of 

M | C So it is under- 

standable why 

(Wek als Ne res 

throughout the 

U.S. are apprehensive when asked to 
Join an association. 

group to represent motorcycling is 

greater today than ever before. We are 

in a state of immediate urgency. That 

is why Webco is so deeply involved in 

the Motorcycle Industry Council. I 

believe that in order to keep the mo- 

program is essential. The MIC will 

work only if all dealers unite and pull 

together. 

The purpose of the MIC is to speak 
for an entire industry. Brands are not 
so important as the one word “‘motor- 
what we all talk and sell. It’s a popular 
commodity, the motorcycle. Too 
popular, in fact. Fifteen years ago 
there were two or three daredevils in 
town who rode motorcycles; today, 
housewives ride them, as do brick- 
mechanics, lawyers, teachers... in a 
contest for motley groups, motor- 
cycling would win hands down. 

I think the reason for this is the 
versatility of the motorcycle. It pro- 
vides what each individual is looking 
and low maintenance cost. This is true 
whether the person is a hobbyist, pro- 
fessional, daredevil, or just looking for 
economical transportation. No matter 
what purpose a motorcycle serves, it 
serves it well; and above all, it makes it 

We bike enthusiasts all know what a 
tremendous sport we have, but we are 
so engrossed in it that we do not take 
time to tell the press, our social 
friends, our next door neighbors, and 
the rest of the world. Motorcycling is 


tions come and 

motorcycling. 

However, the need for a unified 

torcycle industry growing, a strong 

cycle,” which governs the category of 

layers, doctors, preachers, hairdressers, 

for at a comparatively low investment 
fun. 

so much fun we enjoy it without try- 


ing to convert others to it—just do it. 
Some people interpret this as aloofness 
and are offended. Others see us having 
fun and don’t like it; and yet others 
see the actions of not-so-responsible 
motorcyclists and lump us all into a 
single large class of undesirables. 

It doesn’t help to have our national 
press devote its attention to baseball, 
football, basketball, horse racing, 
golf—in fact, just about every sport 
and pasttime but motorcycling. Think 








POWROLL MUSCLE can put your Honda way 
out ahead! Complete factory kits assemble 
like stock parts. No make-shift bushings or 
spacers to affect reliability. Power equipment 
for every Honda from 50s to 750s. Send for 
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action and critical awareness required 
in motorcycle competition? 

Two major tasks confront the MIC; 
change public attitudes toward bikes 
and riders, and weld the people al- 
ready on our side into a single, power- 
ful group. After all, motorcyclists are 
counted in millions, the money they 
spend in billions. That’s a lot of power 
and influence; with the right planning 
and guidance, it could accomplish 
dramatic benefits for our sport. 

This is the goal of the MIC. With 
the solid backing of our country’s 
dealers and manufacturers, I believe 
this goal is reasonable and capable of 
being achieved in the very near future. 


POWROLL PERFORMANCE 


P. O. Box 1206P1 。 Bend, Oregon 97701 i 
Phone (503) 382-6395 7 Se 





These Doug Richmond books make YOU the expert l 


How to select, ride & maintain YOUR 


How to select, ride & maintain YOUR 


TRAIL BIKE | TRAIL BIKE 


by Doug Richmond 


160 pages/220 photos-drawings tell it like it really 
is--details your dealer would give you if he had a 
week to spend with you personally. Tells and 
shows you experts' tricks so you will spend more 
time riding--less time fixin'--and a lot Jess time 
falling off! Full details what you MUST know to 
buy a new or used trail bike. How to learn to ride 
correctly and easily...complete how-to-ride series 
for hills, sand, mud, water, rough ground, rocks, 
banks, logs, pine needles, grass and ruts. Personal 
safety. What to wear to save your hide. How to 
keep your bike running--yourself: flat fixing, wheel 
balancing, which tires are best for what, chain 
care and much more. Setting up your bike for dirt 
riding. How to go camping with your trail bike. You just can't imagine how com- 
plete it is until you get a copy in your hands. Every page offers more hard facts 
than,a whole magazine article. $5 postpaid (or get it from your dealer). Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed! 

i - 


By Tom Heininger 
President 
Motorcycle Industry Council 





Some Background: 

In the few brief years since the formation 
of the Motorcycle, Industry Council, the 
pursuit of motorcycling has been assaulted 
from several different directions. The Nader- 
ites are compiling information at this time 
about motorcycles, their structural integrity 
and stability. The U.S. government is also 
working along the same lines with federally 
funded crash tests and such. Where will all 
this lead? We shudder to guess. : 

This is where the MIC comes in. Up until 
the late "60s many motorcycle manufactur- 

} ers were concerned only with reaping 
profits, not caring about anti-motorcycle 
environmental and legislative influences that 
had slowly been marshalling forces over the 
years. The existing organization at that time 
was the Motorcycle, Scooter and Allied 
Trades Association. The MS & ATA was 
handicapped by lethargy, unfortunately. 
There were dedicated people among its 
membership who worked hard, but there 
were also certain others who selfishly 
wanted its scope limited for one reason or 
another. Too bad. On top of this, the big- 
buck Japanese firms were shockingly 
apathetic. Finally the pressure built up to 
such a point that it was obvious to all manu- 
facturers that an effective industry organi- 
zation was mandatory. Either that or perish. 
The renegades were brought into the fold 
and the fold itself was reorganized. No 
longer was-it called the MS & ATA. Enter, 
the MIC. 

The MIC is not just compromised of 
motorcycle manufacturers. Accessory 
producers of all kinds, publications (we’re in 
it too) and related businesses have joined. 
And the loot we’ve all tossed in the pot goes State 


to maintain -primarily through lobbying—an H. P. Books, Box 50640, Dept. P-12, Tucson, AZ 85703 
agreeable climate for the sport to live. È DD E ee ES E Dn EE 











All about 


| MINIBIKES 


By Doug Richmond 


All about 


MINIBIKES 


88 pages/139 photos. How to buy the right one for 
you, how to ride your minibike, how to ride in 
rough country: techniques for riding hills, mud, 
sand, water, rocks, ruts, logs. How to improve your 
minibike and how to keep it running yourself. How 
to go camping with it. What to wear. Setting up for 
boondocking. Explains and shows what you can 
do with your minibike/minicycle so you can ride 
and fix it like an expert. Lots of good info for camp- 
ers, off-roaders and cycle enthusiasts. $5 postpaid 
(or get it from your dealer). Satisfaction guaranteed! 









These books make great Christmas gifts for the riders in your family. Order now 
to have them ready to put under the tree. 





Please send Allow'3 weeks for delivery 


O How to select, ride and maintain YOUR TRAIL BIKE 
O All about MINIBIKES 


Enclosed is $-_________($5.00 per book) [J Money order [] Check 
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By James Lewis 


Son of a gun! Honda 
finally did it. They have made 
a truly dirt-oriented -multi- 
purpose motorcycle rather 
than a rehashed street ma- 
chine. The new XL 250 is 
about. 60 percent dirt bike 
instead of five percent as with 
past Hondas and it’s about 
time. In stock trim, the 250 is 
a very nice trailbike with 
excellent low-end grunt and a 
non-fussy engine as its strong 
plus points. Faced with a 
long, steep hill the Honda will 
tractor up it as if it were 
level. Handling is surprisingly 
good. for a first serious at- 
tempt at a heavyweight play- 
bike. Apparently some good 
lessons were learned in engi- 
neering the 100-125 bikes. 

It seems to be a law of 
nature that given a play 
motorcycle, eventually a 
young rider will race it or at 
least try to. Nature’s laws 
hold pretty good and it hasn’t 
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taken long for the XL 250 to 
find its way to the starting 
line. It was here that the 
weak points made themselves 
felt. Heavy flywheels hurt 
acceleration out of the cor- 
ners in addition to the heavy 
chassis that the engine had to 
push around. Whoop-de-doos 
would cause the rear end to 
go nutty and bounce all over 
the place. Carburetion also 
didn’t like the bumps and 
would cause the engine to 
miss due to the frothy fuel/ 
air mix. Converting one into a 
decent racer involves a couple 
hundred bucks and a lot of 
Jabor. If done with care and 


forethought, the result can be 
a very successful machine as 
rider Bob Hosford and spon- 
sor Long Beach Honda found. 
Their record shows five firsts, 
three seconds and two thirds 
in races at Ascot, Corona and 
Lions motocross. Handling is 
still being sorted out. Hosford 
has a difficult time getting 
the power to the ground ona 
rough track. The rear wheel 
maintains good contact on 
smooth circuits and this is 
where his Honda shows. best. 

Bill Bell at Long Beach 
Honda is the man responsible 
for most of the work on 
Hosford’s 250 and the first 
item on the conversion pro- 
gram was weight, especially. 
high up weight. Seat, muffler, 
air cleaner, battery and brack- 
ets were removed. Lighter, 
specially made components 
were substituted wherever 
possible. The J&R silenced 


pipe alone, which L.B. Honda 
has made available for about 
$30, saved nine pounds over 
stock. After several days of 
whacking, sawing, grinding, 
welding and replacing, the 
weight dropped from 279 to 
240 pounds. 

Next on the program was 
to do something about that 
bad rear end hop. Converting 
the brake to a full floating 
unit turned out to be a big 
help and the shop now offers 


Lead Photo by Buzz Baty 
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Skid plate protects $65 worth of side covers while low pipe 


with J&R silencer adds leg room. 


that machining service to 
their customers. A switch to 
Koni shocks with 75-lb. 
springs for the 160-lb. Hos- 
ford helped straighten out the 
whoop-de-doo action but the 
real cause seems to be swing- 
ing arm angle. It’s not level 
with the ground and not 
much can be done about it 
short of going to a special 
frame. Bell recommends 
mounting shocks with an eye- 
to-eye length of 12.5 in. With 
this shock, the tire will just 


barely kiss the underside of: 


the fender on full compres- 
sion but it will pull the swing- 
ing armeup a little closer to 
level and that helps the 
handling a bit. 

Forks were no problem at 
all. The light oil that comes 
standard was drained and re- 
placed with 30-weight shock 
oil such as that made by 
Torco. A heavier rider might 
want to put ina thicker oil to 
compensate for his bulk. But 
if 40-weight proves too 
heavy, try mixing half-and- 
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half with 30-weight to pro- 
duce a custom 35-weight oil. 
To complement the improved 
suspension; full knobby tires 
should be fitted. A 3.00—21 
works well on the front and a 
4.00—18 on the rear is recom- 
mended over any of the 
monster sizes such as a 4.20 
or a 4.60 because the engine 
can spin the 4.00 for a better, 
more controllable power 
slide. 

With these modifications 
performed, the basic handling 
traits of the Honda begin to 
show through; it is power-on 
corner slider, very much like 
the Bultaco. If the rider backs 
off the throttle through any 
corner, the front wheel will 
wash out. Cause of this is the 
rake on the forks. This 
characteristic works well with 
TT and high speed cross- 
country events such as desert 
or the Baja 1000 where sta- 


- bility is an asset. But moto- 


cross, especially on a tight 
twisty course, benefits from 
less fork angle. Hosford sent 


i 


Modified Weber cam on left has higher lift, helps 


liven up a docile engine. 


Aa 
Tach drive can be removed but be sure to braze oil hole shut ` 
to prevent loss of oil pressure. 








his frame to Buchanan’s 
Frame shop where it was 
heated and bent for a 1-1/2 
degree de-rake. This small 
change in rake livened up the 
handling through the corners 
to suit his riding style al- 
though some riders might not 
care for a quicker handling Sé 
XES ? 

Honda’s tricky little four- 
valve powerplant was next in 
line for the transformation 
process. Off came the Keihin 
carb and in its place went a 
32-mm Mikuni. It was neces- 
sary for Bell to fabricate a 
manifold adapter (which L.B. 
Honda now offers its custom- 
ers for about $15.) A Honda 
350 . rubber manifold bolts 
the carb to the new adapter i 
to complete the job. A still- A EZA î X 
air box was made up and at- À Adapter manifold holds 32-mm Mikuni which breathes 
tached to the carb via through a homemade still air box aircleaner. 
radiator hose. 

Next came a warmer cam 
for a little better top end per- 
formance. Along with this, 
the valve springs were 
stiffened up to prevent valve 
float above 8000 rpm. This 
was done by shimming UP the 
standard springs with spacers. 
(By the time you read this, 
two accessory sources will 
have their heavy duty springs 
marketed.) Bell used two 
standard shims under the 
inner springs and added 020 
in. to the shim pack for the 
outer springs on all the valves. 
Bell found that occasionally 
the valve stem tip would pull 
off if the engine was constan- 
tly wound up tight. He 
recommends that the valve 
clearances be checked often if 
the shim pack is fitted. 
Should either of the exhaust 
valves require frequent adjust- 
ment suddenly , immediately 
put in new exhaust valves. 
Don’t wait for the valve to 
break and lunch the engine. It 
is hoped that the new heavy 
duty springs won't have this 
problem since they won't be 
operating near coil bind. 
Other than polishing UP the 
ports, there were no changes 
in. the head or valves. Bell 

made up some high compres- 
sion pistons to increase the 
torque curve. A stock engine 
will pull from about 3500 to 
8000 rpm. After these modi- 
fications, power runs from 
about 4000 to 9000 rpm 
reliably. Hosford’s Honda will 
rev to 10,500 but it’s point- 
less since the peak power 

Continued on page 67 






































Swinging arm angle 
hurts handling but 
Koni shocks help. 

Size 4.00—18 rear 

tire works best. 


Enduro riders will 
find lowered and 
rearward footpegs 
work well towards 
lofting front end. 














Competition 
proving 


the 250 
prototype 


MEY Robert See 





Silence and speed seldom go hand-in- 
hand but the Penton 250 was both the 
quietest and one of the quickest 250s 
among the prototype and production 


motocrossers at the Ohio InterAm. - 
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250 
MOTOCROSS 


The Penton 100, 125 and 175-cc motor- 
cycles were among the most successful of 
the trailbike-size machines to offer the off- 
roader a combination of full-size handling 
and a small-displacement engine. Their 
success can be defined by the number of 
American races the Penton marque has 
captured. Enviable too is placing the highest 
American team in the International Six Days 
Trials for two consecutive years. Either way, 
the Penton is one machine any off-road racer 
or trail rider can regard as “the best” in 
picking a trailbike class motorcycle. Five 
years ago, when John Penton first laid down 
the design parameters for his own motor- 
cycle, he wanted a ‘“‘20-horsepower off-road 
racer with 200 pounds all-up weight and the 
performance of the best of the European 
imports.” The 100-cc “Berkshire” and 
125-cc “Six-Days” machines are just that. 
Not all of Penton’s patrons, however, are 
satisfied to compete in just these two classes. 
They clamored for a bit more power and 
Penton responded with the 175-cc “Jack- 
piner” using the same chassis as the Sachs- 
engined 100 and 125 but brandishing a 
powerplant made by the Austrian KTM firm, 
the same outfit that makes the frame for the 
other Pentons. The 175s were among the 
Gold Medal winners on the Penton team at 
both the ’71 and ’72 Six-Days and now the 
Penton crew and KTM are responding to the 
demands with the first truly “full-size 
Penton: a 250-cc machine. The one and only 
prototype in America arrived just in time for 
Jack Penton to ride in the first InterAm 
motocross at Copetown, Ontario, and to 
finish tenth in the second InterAm at 
Linville, Ohio. 

Penton feels that the 100, 125 or 175 
offer all the power that a trail or enduro 
rider would want. After the machines’ 
success in the Six-Days, the Jackpine and 
dozens of other enduros one can hardly 
argue. Penton riders would, it seems, like to 
compete in motocross as well. A few do, on 
the 175-cc “Jackpiner,” but the machine is 
at a distinct horsepower disadvantage in the 
only well-supported class; the 250-cc moto- 
cross races. The first 250-cc prototype was 
completed in time for the tail end of the 
European motocross season. The KTM fac- 
tory contracted with some of the Russian 
riders to enter the machine in local events. It 
proved an immediate success with only 
minor breakdowns and rider ability prevent- 
ing a 250-cc win in the non-championship 
events. The riders did find, however, that the 
KTM engine had enough power to put them 

Continued on page 64 
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The Penton prototype 250 carries on the tradition of race-testing the product that 
Penton pioneered with their 100s and 125s in the International Six-Days Trials. The 
250 is being tested in Inter Am 250-class competition. 








The 250, like the 175 production 
Penton, has both its engine and chassis 
produced by the Austrian KTM firm. 
The engine is a much-modified version 
of the 175 and the frame is all-new 
with the downtubes encircling the 
engine. 


The front forks are new prototype 
Ceriani units with over eight inches of 
travel. They’re intended to replace the 
larger Cerianis used on many 250s and 
360s but they weigh about the same as 
the forks on the Penton 125. 
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Gene Cannady, the 
Flying Fuzz, 
brought his Honda 
in at the head of the 
250 Expert race. He 
contested several 
other classes too but 
mechanical bothers 
put him out. 


Photos by Leslie Lovett 
and Steve Reyes 


By D. Randy Riggs 
22/POPULAR CYCLING 





In Southern California each year, 
the month of November usually brings 
on a change in weather, and without 
fail, the Annual Dirt Diggers Grand 
Prix. Such was the case once more in 
1972. Riders began mailing in their en- 
tries the minute the Diggers said 
““GO!’’, in hopes that by being 


prompt, they would be rewarded with: 


a low number and “nice” starting posi- 
tion for whatever classes they had de- 
cided to enter. Even non-racers make 
it a point not to miss this one, for 
Hopetown offers two fantastic days of 
various pleasures. 

Once upon a time, Hopetown came 
under the heading of Corriganville un- 
til it was taken under the ownership of 
T.V. man Bob Hope. Basically the 
place is a little-used movie set, located 
in the eastern sector of the Simi Val- 
ley, about an hour’s drive from down- 
town Los Angeles. The setting is ideal; 
trees, mountains, rocks, rolling hills, 
and, of course, the movie set, adding 
its own flavor to the proceedings. 

The Diggers changed the course 
somewhat this year; in all it encom- 
passed about two miles of varied ter- 
rain. Certain sections were designed to 
satisfy off the berm motocrossers, 
some were planned to keep flat track- 
ers smiling; some weren’t designed to 
make anybody happy... like the 
mudhole, or rather, mudbog. 

The Friday before the weekend 
event the Southern California clouds 
unleashed a rare rainstorm, which 
promptly filled up the mudhole area 
with several feet of water. Some drain- 
ing was done prior to Saturday morn- 
ing’s first race, the 100-cc Novice class, 
but not nearly enough. The result after 
only a few laps was an unbelievable 





A CLASSICAL GAS 


he Dirt 
Diggers 
hold their 
14th Annual | 
Grand Prix 
in the style 
expected 
of them 


mire, collecting riders like a frog 
catches flies. This continued for sev- 
eral events, much to the delight of the 
spectators. Hopetown’s mudhole had 
to be the mudhole of the year. 

Trying to improve the situation but 
only making it worse, volunteer Dirt 
Diggers added hay to the mess, hoping 
to soak up some of the moisture. This 
made it almost impossible for many of 
the bikes to get through, and the ones 
that made it had gained more than 
several pounds in the process from the 
clinging mass of mung. 

Some of the more cagey riders 





Of course the rea/ star of the Hopetown tussle was PC’s own 
George Elliott on a 501 Maico. His stellar performance netted 
him first Open amateur. 


found good lines through and stayed 
in pretty clean shape. Other guys just 
plowed in thinking it was trick; all 
they did was delight the spectators 
even more. They usually wound up on 
their backs looking for a way out. One 
rider got sideways and dialed it on into 
a tree. He climbed the trunk partway 
until the force of gravity flipped him 
over in a most spectacular fashion. The 
mud was really good for a giggle. 

After Saturday’s races were over, 
the club decided to bulldoze the major 
portion of the mud away. They did it 
mainly for the sidehacks that were 
scheduled to run on Sunday. But even 
this move left many of the competi- 
tors unhappy. Seems that you can’t 
please everybody. Complaints flew in 
about the mud as well as the lack of 
mud. The Dirt Diggers were in the 
middle. Aside from the gooey stuff 
though, most riders enjoyed the track. 

Plenty of well-known guys showed 
up because Hopetown has become a 
habit for them and many others. John 
Hateley and Keith Mashburn were 
only a couple of the class “C” guys 
ready to do battle. But for the most 
part, it was an event comprised pri- 
marily of motocrossers. 

One of the Grand Prix’s big attrac- 
tions was going to be the sidehack 
racers—always a welcomed sight by the 
fans. But the diggers were going one 
step further and planned to have the 
European sidehack teams on their 

Continued on page 60 
24/POPULAR CYCLING 


John Hateley handily won the Novice/Amateur/Expert Open 
race ... but he was just as handily disqualified. He was riding 
the same bike with which he won the 500 Expert race. You 
can’t do that. 





Between-race. interludes 
were occupied by tyke 
tyros emulating the 


big guys. 


Although crowd 
control posed no real 
problems (as it did at 
the Carlsbad Trans- 
AMA) a few squirrels 
scurried across the 
track at inopportune 
moments. 





















The Dread Mudhole. 
Things were bad enough 
prior to the race as the goo 
was just barely penetrable. 
Then some giant thought 
the addition of lots of 
straw would help the 
riders’ passage. It didn’t. 
The mire became only 
more miserable. 
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Even though the sidehack race was run with the AMA/FIM sword hanging over the contestants’ heads (uptown politics, ya’ 
know) the crowd loved every moment. The European MX hackers were remarkable in their Norton-Wasp rigs. 
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“Step right up Folks! Get ”em while they 
are available!” Remember the summer 
carnival huckster? When we visited Apache 
Ltd. to pick up the new Cooper Enduro, 
Super Salesman Frank Cooper sounded just 
like the carnival huckster who was trying to 
entice us into the second tent. We, being the 
somewhat reluctant rubes, waited to hear 
the complete pitch from the super salesman 
himself. 


COOPER 


ENDURO 


STRONG 
POTENTIAL 
SUFFERS 
FROM 

e> DO 
DETAILING 
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“Lightest weight and most power of any 
enduro on the market. Why even I can ride 
this at least two hours longer than any other 
enduro around,” exclaimed Frank. “‘Further, 
the handling is so great it guides itself.” And 
so the story went. On and on until the most 
enthusiastic, outspoken motorcycle super 
salesman had run out of superlatives and 
turned the latest better mousetrap over to us 
for test. 

With tongue in cheek we quietly slipped 
out to Indian Dunes for a quick go at some 
typical California desert riding. 

We rolled the Cooper out of the truck and 
down the loading ramp dragging the front 
brake slightly to prevent a fast rearward exit 
from the truck. As we stepped down from 
the tailgate to guide the Cooper it started to 
run away. We panicked and grabbed the 
front brake. If we remember correctly the 
damn thing accelerated while we held the 
brake full on. Curiously, we lifted the 
motorcycle off our wounded body, grasped 
the bars, pulled in the front brake mightily, 
and pushed the motorcycle forward. Hey, 
what gives? And with the brake released it 
required the same effort to go forward. The 
binders just didn’t work! 

Remembering Frank Cooper’s verbosity 
we telephoned instead Brian Fabre, Designer 
and Chief Engineer, of the Cooper Enduro 








burned legs from a protruding exhaust pipe. 
We did notice however that the electrical 
wiring rests directly on the exhaust pipe. 
This must be re-routed to prevent failure of 
the lighting system. The standard equipment 
Skyway muffler/spark arrestor works well 
and seems to be well below the California 
Highway Patrol limit of 92 db on the “A” | 
scale when measured at 50 feet. 

Looking at the overall package we must 
agree with Frank that the bike is light 
looking. Knowing that looks are deceiving 
we brought our official PC scales from the 
truck and placed them exactly 55.5 inches 
apart. The fuel tank was removed and 
emptied. We reinstalled the gasoline tank 
and rolled the Cooper onto the scales. The 
front weighed 109 lb. while the rear checked 
in at 123 lb. Hot damn, old Frank called it 
220 lb... . not exactly close. 

After topping off the 2.5-gal. tank, we 
pushed the choke down on the 32-mm 
Mikuni, leaned the motorcycle slightly to 
the left to kickstart the engine when gasoline 
began leaking profusely from the gasoline 
cap. Examination of the cap revealed poor 
quality and fit. Take our word for it: it is 





Silencer/spark arrestor is the trick Skyway 
unit. It affects performance little but silences 
very well. 


44ê 
We 


ch, Sé 
project for Apache Ltd. and asked him 
about the brakes. His reply was that they 
were somewhat weak but could be made to 
work better by arching the brake shoes to 
the drum. He was working with the Cooper 
factory to improve the brakes. If you have a 
problem call him at Apache Ltd. 

We immediately noticed that the seat/ 
footpeg/handlebar relationship is excellent if 
you are five-nine or less. If you are taller it 
may be necessary to add padding to the seat 
and install a new set of higher handlebars. 
The seat was one of the most comfortable 
saddles we have tested. The foam was just 
the right consistency for our 180-lb. staffer. 
The footpegs are well designed with rough 

. serrations to grip the boot in wet going. 
They fold rearward at a 45-degree angle. The 
peg return spring was not strong enough and 
failed before the test was completed. 

We removed the seat and examined the air 
cleaner, battery, exhaust pipe and electrical 
rectifier layout. The air cleaner is equipped 
with a foam element that appears to be too 
coarse. We expected it to leak dirt. However, 
removing the element after two days of 
testing showed that no dirt passed through 
the filter. We are somewhat reluctant to say 
the filter is perfect but it did not fail. SAE 
40 or 50 oil is recommended for the unit. 
And we were cautioned against squeezing 
the filter too hard during the oiling 
operation. The air filter housing could be 
designed somewhat better to preclude the 
splashing of water through the top. Possibly 
a plastic “jello cup” could be modified to 
work over the top of the filter. 

The exhaust pipe location is one of the 
best we have seen. There is no chance of 








The Cooper engine is rather moderately tuned allowing generous torque 
throughout the rev range plus easy starting. 
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The Cooper engine is constructed in Mexico. Finish is quite good. Four-speed 
gearbox (five-speed for '73) features shifter on right side. 





In order for boot sole to better grip footrests, the peg surface is serrated. 
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junk. We suggest you replace this part with 
Chevrolet pickup truck gas cap with the 
deep bulb. 

The Cooper was started and warmed up at 
a slow idle. After cleaning it out by blipping 
the throttle, it instantly accelerated and 
throttle response was clean with no 
blubbering. 

We moved through the gears feeling each 
bump and corner until we had established a 
feeling of confidence. After about two miles 
of slow corners, rough straights and some 
wicked uphills we felt confident enough to 
run the Cooper around the motocross course 
at racing speeds. 

The Cooper can be motocrossed but the 
ratios of the gearbox are more suited for 
cross-country riding, i.e. five to 80 mph 
rather than the 10 to 60 mph required for 
motocross. 

We decided to give it a go anyway and 
furiously accelerated across the start area to 
the first corner. The brakeless Cooper was 
thrown into a slide to scrub off speed. We 
punched the long-throw shift lever from 
third to second and grabbed a handful of 
throttle. The expected washout of the front 
wheel did not happen, so we went back and 
tried it again. Same thing happened, it 
tracked as if it were on rails. The Cooper 
handles much like a motocrosser except 
possibly the steering is slightly quicker than 





Headlight perches above fiberglass front fender. Light beam 
is acceptably strong but unit is driven off magneto ‘stead 


of battery. 





current motocross practice ... maybe more 
like a twin-pipe 250 CZ or an early X4A 
Maico. 

The entire course was then attacked as we 
changed riders every 10 or so laps. The 
motorcycle handled all motocross conditions 
as if the chassis were designed as a dead 
serious motocrosser. 

Engine output was surprising to us; 
significantly stronger than some other 
enduro motorcycles we have tested in the 
past. Yet it had possibly two or three bhp 
less than the stronger European motocross 
motorcycles. 

The best way to describe the engine 
power would be to compare it to factory 
International Six Days Trials iron. The 
power is there in abundance, though it may 
not be the type of power a “‘first motor- 
cycle” owner would like. The power may be 
better suited to an experienced hand. 





Our overall opinion of the Cooper 
includes superb handling and good horse- 
power. Unfortunately the finish was worse 
than “‘cobby,” the aforementioned brakes 
were non-existent, nuts and bolts in general 
vibrated loose, the kickstarter was 
uncomfortable, the controls were marginal 
etc. It would be wise to secure such hard- 
ware to the bike with self-locking nuts and 
screws. The motorcycle must be detailed 
with regard to personal taste before any 
serious riding. 

What would you have if you took the 
time to do the complete competition 
preparation of a Cooper? Possibly a 
European Enduro bike much like the 
factories enter into the ISDT. The Cooper 
has the basics but is somewhat lacking in 
execution. The $899.00 price is right on if 
you are mechanically inclined enough to 
know how to properly set up a dirt bike. fs 


One reason for the Cooper’s 
stellar handling in the use of 
good components, like these 
Boge rear shock absorbers. 


COOPER 250 ENDURO ENGINE PRICE CHASSIS 
a" Engine type...... two-stroke, Suggested retail ..... $899 Length, overall, in. ...... 86.5 
piston-port, single-cy!l. TRANSMISSION Wheelbase, in. .......... 55.5 
Horsepower @rpm . 28 @ 6500 Se ee er EE san Ground clearance, in. ..... 10 
E E E A AAA EE 
[全 2713 X:2-50, TELCO sous mizin) e Tire size, 
rt VE ree 70 x 64 了 3.00--21 
Displacement, rear 944 ieee ot es 4.00—21 
CUI sete alexis “Kake an Nd 15, 
CO EE 246 
Compression ratio ...... 10:1 
Carburetion ....32-mm Mikuni 
Ignition ... magneto-alternator 
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American Brad Lackey looks better than ever before in his 
career. His consistent finishes have earned him high respect 
from European riders plus given him top American honors 
so far for the Trans-AMA series. 





Hang Ten really put their feet 
down to sponsor one of the most fan- 
tastic displays of World Championship 
motocross:action ever seen in the 
United States. There were more feet 
than Hang Ten's, however, as over 
25,000 spectators jammed and tram- 
.pled.thè hillsides of the natural terrain 
course located in the agricultural 
colony of Carlsbad, in the extreme 
lower Southern California area. 

The early movement of the crowd 
into the Carlsbad Raceway park pre- 
sented traffic jams for the promoters 


to park the willing spectators. For 
those who preferred a long walk the 
sides of the highways served well for 
parking, unless the California Highway 
patrolman, who was scattering around 
frantically trying to keep everyone off 
the sides, could catch you and you 
moved further away. 

Early arrivals didn’t sit in boredom 
as practice started early and offered 
tremendous thrills. The course was in 
the fastest condition than it would be 
for the entire day. It wasn’t smooth in 
any way, but rain throughout the pre- 


vious night softened the turf to give 
near-perfect traction and, of course, in 
the low spots neat mudholes. It 
seemed the competitors were feeling 
the big crowd and the need to put ona 
good show for all; during practice they 
ran hard and fast for the crowd and to 
learn the quick lines and build the 
berms in turns. 

European competitors have always 
liked the Carlsbad course because it’s 
one of the very few in the American 
circuit that is totally over natural 
terrain. It is also wide which European 


| Number Rider Country 17. Roger DeCoster Belgium 29. Pierre Karsmakers Holland 

| 1. Mark Blackwell U.S.A. 18. Bengt Aberg Sweden 31. Miroslav Halm Czechoslovakia 
2. Bryan Kenney U.S.A. 19. Serge Bacou France 32. Jiri Churavy Czechoslovakia 
6. Robert Brown USA * 20. Hans Maisch West Germany 43. Mike Runyard U.S.A. 
7. Brad Lackey USA: 21. Arne Kring Sweden 74. Tim Hart U.S.A. 
8. Jaak Van Velthoven Belgium 24. Stuart Nunn England 85. Rick Graszl U.S.A. 

| 9. Christer Hammargren Sweden 26. Rich Thorwaldson U.S.A. 90. Jim Cooke U.S.A. 

| 10. Heikki Mikkola Finland 27. Ake Jonsson Sweden 99. Bryar Holcomb U.S.A. 

| England 


12. Dave Bickers 


28. Andy Robertson 


England 





Christer Hammargren leads the International moto at the SE “The top six riders i in this class battled GER wheel to-wheel 


throughout the 45-minute race. 
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riders say is more like the tracks they 
compete on in World Championship 
competition. 

Frantic pit work to gear properly 
and jet the carbs went right to the end 
of practice. All the attention then 
went inside the pits which were color- 
fully lined with the factory vans and 
semi-trailer trucks with the classic 
vehicle award going to the Maico team 
members who found an old (and we 
mean old) bus to haul their parts 
around in. They got a good deal on the 
thing, only a $1000 and so far it has 
made it to all the events! 

Riders then assembled to hear the 
riders’ meeting to see what rules AMA 
changed for the event, especially the 
rule on silencers, as in past events lost 
silencers have been the cause of 
disqualifications to some riders and 
only lap penalties to others. In other 
words, up to this event the riders 
attitude was more towards ignoring a 
black flag if they lost their silencer 
since the officials were not consistent 
as to the penalty. AMA solved the 
problem by telling the riders that they 
would inspect the bikes prior to the 
race and if they felt the silencers were 


The 250 Support 
class drew over 
100 entries and 

had to run three 
qualifying motos. 
These top 
American experts 
put on a very 
impressive racing 
program. 


secure before the start that there 
would be no penalty if they-broke off. 
A breakdown of the $16,000 payoff 
was told to the riders and that seemed 
to be all that was left to pump the 
riders up. It was the biggest purse yet 
for them! 

The crowd was thicker than ever by 
starting time and the only visible turf 
on the hillsides was the course. 
Announcer Larry Huffman went into 
action getting the people ready for 
racing by introducing the European 
riders while the U.S. Navy band played 
the National Anthem from each nation 
competing. 

Behind the starting gates the first 
heat of top American expert class 
riders formed the 250-cc support divi- 
sion. Over 100 entries were received 
for the Carlsbad bash so three 20- 
minute qualifying motos were run to 
select the competitors for the final 
heat in the support class. There was 
bitter competition in the class as the 
local stars didn’t feel that factory- 
sponsored racers should be allowed in 
the class against their production 
equipment. The main complaint was 
against the Husky team riders West 


The man they had to beat 
in the 250 class, Bob 
Grossi. His experience and 
super fast Husky were 
really working together 

all day. 


Marty Tripes got his act together in 

the final 250 moto and wowed the 
spectators with fantastic riding. A bad 
finish in the first moto, because of bike 
problems, kept him out of the top 10 
finishers. 
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and Grossi, and Tripes on his Yamaha. 
Of course these riders have all raced 
the Europeans with good results and 
were better suited for the shorter 
event and speed to win. For the last 
two years the support class seems to 
have a history of not being able to 
please the American riders! 

Still the racing was fierce in the 
support class with Bob Grossi of Santa 
Cruz, Calif., eventually winning the 
event but not after battling top riders 
throughout the day. The toughest 
competitor being Marty Tripes on the 
factory Yamaha who challenged the 
lead from Grossi in the final moto but 
due to a bad finish in one of his quali- 
fying motos, wouldn't have hurt 
Grossi for the overall points to become 
the day’s winner even if he did win. 
Riders who at one time or another 
maintained a lead in the support class 
were top shoes like Greg Robertson— 
CZ, Morris Malone—AJS, Richard 
Eierstedt—Maico, Rex Staten—CZ, Bill 
Cook—Maico, Tom Rapp—Bultaco and 
Jim West on a Husky. 

Judging from the turnout of 
support class riders and the speed and 
precision that they displayed, moto- 
cross fans can see the future of 
Americans in World Championship 
competition looking nearer; plus more 
exciting local weekend events. 

With the support riders priming the 
crowd first the International action 
brought the people jammed along the 
course even closer (so close, in fact, 
that some of the International riders 
later complained that the crowd 
control was the worst they have seen 
at an American event). 

Tension was mounting for both the 
riders and spectators as the starter held 
the two-minute starting card up. The 
engines were revving, the countdown 
was on and then the starting gate 
dropped and the mass of Champions 
from all nations converged at full 
throttle to the first turn: A tight left- 
hander with a slight off-camber and 
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Yamaha rider Christer Hammargren of 
Sweden was there first. Eyes were 
scanning the pack to grasp where 
everyone was. Points leader for the 
series, Ake Jonsson, was somewhere 
around 12th and World Champion 
Roger DeCoster even farther back. But 
the crowd was yelling so fiercely that 
the sound of the engines was drowned 
out when the American star, Brad 
Lackey, on a Kawasaki, grabbed the 
lead from Hammargren. American Tim 
Hart was up front too, but he crashed 
hard on the first lap putting him out 
for the day. Lackey was working hard 
to maintain his lead. European stars 
were battling for position in a no- 
nonsense manner just as Lackey was 
with his riding style. No rider could 
catch Lackey for seven laps and then 
Bengt Aberg of Sweden and Heikki 
Mikkola of Finland both caught him 
and got by when he seemed to lose his 








The Maico team at work. Their trans- 
portation bus was one-of-a-kind and 
purchased in the U.S. for the series. 


Christer Hammargren of Sweden tests 
his front forks while trying to use the 
rough line to pass the quick Holland 
Champion Pierre Karsmakers. 


Serge Bacou of France wants to see 
how DeCoster does it! 


line momentarily. Lackey didn’t give Th 
up and eventually got by Aberg when 
he too lost his concentration and 
slipped. But Mikkola couldn’t be 
touched from then on as the Finn 
really turned the throttle. Lackey tired 
some after 30 minutes and Ake 
Jonsson of Sweden and Roger 
DeCoster of Belgium had picked their 
way through the traffic in a most 
impressive manner to put the heat on 


Bill Grossi (Bob”s | 
brother) battled | 
hard against Bill 

Cook during the 

250 support 

qualifying moto. 

There were many 

different leaders 

during those races. 


Ake Jonsson of 
Sweden had it all 
together for Carls- 
bad and most of 
the other races 
during the Ameri- 
can Trans AMA 
series. His works 
Maico is heavy 
compared to 
other works 
bikes being 

near 220 Ib. 





Lackey. Again, Lackey slipped and 
Jonnson got by. Then DeCoster got by 
for third. Running consistently fast 
and proving his worth in Champion- 
ship racing was a name that most 
Americans never knew before this 
year’s series. He’s Hans Maisch of West 

êd Germany on a Maico. He managed a 
fourth in the first moto and is definite- 
ly very fast and consistent. With the 
Czech rider Jiri Churavy being the last 

a to pass Lackey as the first moto 

| ended. 

Troubles plagued the Yamaha team 
members of Gary Jones and Jim 
Weinert. The entire series has been bad Ze i ~e 
for Gary and has virtually put him out ee 
of competition for top American `` Rains the night before made for 
honors, which as of the Carlsbad series yukky mudholes. 
was dominated by Brad Lackey. 

In the pits after the first moto the 
race was still on, now against the clock 
before the start of the next moto. 
Roger DeCoster was resting his leg that 
he injured in Houston the week prior 
to Carlsbad which he thought would 
keep him out of the Hang Ten event. 
Ake Jonsson was confident of his 
performance but decided to change 
gears as the track was drying out. 


Many tires were being changed which 
seems to be common with the Inter- 
national riders as the slightest wear 
costs them traction, so they say. 

Eyes then went to the sky between 
motos while Art Scholl put on a 
fantastic air show in his Pennzoil Chip- 
munk. Talking to several European 
riders led us to believe that one of the 
most impressive stunts was when 
Scholl literally flipped his plane end- 
over-end; a dreaded maneuver on their 
bikes! To each his own. 





Again the action was back to the JK i ; — ee ‘ 
Europeans, after the air show and the Spectators in California are diggin’ the European action with 25,000 at this 
second support moto. In all the Inter- event. Some spectators thought it was a keen idea to cross the track during the 


races, too. Crowd control wasn’t good. 
Continued on page 63 Sn boa 
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人 TRANSPO 


CHEVROLET 
BEAUVILLE 


| HAUL YOUR MOTORCYCLE IN REGAL STYLE 















| Vans, which at one time were strictly utility vehicles， most of the luxury items are optional and can be trimmed 

| outdo many luxury cars nowadays. Our Beauville Chevy back to make the purchase price fit your pocketbook. 

| Sportvan is a perfect example of how a motorcyclist can When you get to the nitty-gritty items like power, suspen- 

have a luxury vehicle for his everyday personal use and a sion, fuel mileage and load, the basic Chevy equipment and 
utility machine for hauling The Bike around. Of course, the its performance is impressive in itself. We’ve listed the 


Beauville is Chevy’s top-of-the-line version of their van and equipment on our test van in a separate column along with 
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HONDA FOUR 


7. The rocker cover is held on the engine by 19 screws. 
Remove with an impact driver. 

8. Remove the cam chain tensioner as shown. 

9. To remove the cylinder head, the rocker arms and cam 
holder caps are removed, Take notice of the stamped code 
shown here as G9 which is found on upper and lower halves 
of the cam holders. These are set in pairs and must be 
replaced matched as shown. : 


10. The rocker shafts will have to be pushed from the 
mounts after the 10-mm headed bolts have been removed 
from the mount tops. Use Honda tool no. 07050-30001 for 
` this purpose. We found a 44-inch socket extension or a 39¢ 
screwdriver will do the same job. 

11. The cam chain has no master link. The cam is removed 
by taking the two 10-mm headed screws from the cam 
sprocket and then rolling the sprocket free. Now withdraw 
the cam from the sprocket and chain. 


12. The cylinder head is held in place by 16 12-mm nuts 
and six 10-mm bolts. The four bolts in the center of the 
head are located by removing the gasket-material plugs so 
the bolts may be reached as above. 


13. The head should come free with a couple of taps with a 
soft-head hammer. If it does not, check for the bolts or nut 
you overlooked. Tie a piece of mechanic’s wire onto the 
cam chain to aid in reassembly. 


14. A quick check of the valves is made by turning the 
cylinder head over and then filling the combustion cham- 
bers with solvent. There should be no leakage for at least 60 
seconds. If a valve shows up faulty, check for a carbon 
particle or other foreign body which may be holding it 
open. Do this by turning the head rightside up and rapping 
the top of the stem of the valve with a hammer so to cause 
the valve to snap open and shut. Check again. If the valve, 
or valves, still leak, the valve will have to be reground or 
replaced. 





15. The cylinder block will now come free with no further 
removal of any fastenings. They tend to stick so rap witha 
soft-head hammer. Resist the urge to drive a screwdriver 
blade into the crack between the cylinder and the block, as 
this will damage the mating surfaces and no doubt cause a 
leak after reassembly. 
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HONDA FOUR 


16. Remove the pistons by taking the spring clips from the 
end of the wrist pin and then push out the pin. Take a 
sharp instrument and scratch the number of the piston on 
its top, (number four shown here) so you can put the 
pistons back into the same hole on reassembly. They are 
not perfectly identical. 

17. Carefully clean the carbon from the head of the piston, 
and take an old piston ring and break it to form a scraper to 
clean any deposits from the ring grooves. Check the pistons 
by replacing them in the block and by using a feeler gauge. 
Measure the clearance between the piston and cylinder by 
sliding the piston up on the gauge starting with .001 in. If 
clearance is more than .006 in. the piston should be re- 

` placed with the next over size and the block rebored. 


18. Place the new rings in the cylinder and check the end 
gap with the feeler gauge as shown. The rings should not 
have less than .018 in. or more than .028 in. end gap. If 
there is any ring ridge in the top of the cylinder, it will have 
to be reamed out or new rings will break. 

19. The new ring will usually have a gap less. than the above 
so the end of the ring must be filed out to the required gap. 
A small point file will do. 

20. Install the new rings on the piston and take care that 
the triangular mark on the piston faces the front of the 
engine. 

21. When the pistons are ready for installation, you will 
find that hose clamps make good piston ring compressors. 
The old Honda trick of placing the pistons in the block 
before attaching them to the rods will not work on the 
Four due to the short stroke and the number of cylinders. 
Oil the pistons well before installing in block. Place the base 
gasket on the block rather than on the case. Before install- 
ing the cylinder block be certain that the two back center 
studs have new “O” rings in place. Later models do not use 
“O” rings at the base of the cylinder barrels. Squirt ¥% tea- 
spoon oil into each cylinder before replacing head to keep 


new rings from galling the cylinder walls. 

22. Before installing head be certain that the two rear cen- 
ter studs have new O-rings in place. All repair instructions 
tell you to use a torque sequence on installing a cylinder 
head, but on the Honda Fours they mean it. If you cannot 
beg, borrow or steal torque wrench, we strongly recom- 
mend you buy one as a last resort. This is a $118.00 head 
and you can mess it up if you do other than torque the 
head down in the sequence noted in the photo, All the nuts 
take 15 ft/lb except the 10-mm headed bolts (No. 2, 7, 15, 
19, 21, 22) which should not have over 6 to 8 ft/lb. 

23. Now thread the cam through the chain and then the 
sprocket. If you have the cam on the timing marks, install 
the chain on the sprocket (see next photo). Install the 
rocker assemblies. 


24. The trick on cam timing is, to have the camshaft 
located as shown in the top of the photo and then rotate 
the crank until the mark on the rotor T 1-4 appears in the 
hole in the breaker plate as shown at the bottom of the 
photo. Now work the sprocket around in the timing chain 
until the two sprocket bolts will slip through the sprocket 
into the cam without moving either the crank or the cam- 
shaft. If the T 1-4 mark shows and the cam looks like the 
above when you are done, you know you have done it 
right. i 

25. Set the valves so that the exhaust has .003 in. clearance 
and the intake has .002. Turn the crank and recheck be- 
cause if the rocker arm is partly up ona cam lobe when you 
adjust it you will get a false reading. 


Now you are ready to replace the rocker cover and slip 
the engine back in the bike. As anyone who has worked on 
the modern Hondas can tell you, the Fours are just more of 
the same. Just as the principles of cam timing are the same 
as other models and the general successful idea has been 
proven again. 

With the info we have given you here we have one thing 
in mind, namely to make sure that the throttle will have 
four willing bangers going so you still have all of that power 

> 


in the palm of your right hand. ` Se 
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The International Six-Days Trials have been called “The 
Olympics of Motorcycling.” The similarity stems from the 
fact that virtually all the nations of the world compete in 
the Six-Days. The Olympics would be more like the Six- 
Days, however, if each of the contestants were required to 
compete in every event. You see, there is no place for the 
“specialist” motorcycle rider in Six-Days competition. The 
machine and rider are required to complete six full days of 
riding on a combination of paved streets, dirt roads, Jeep 
trails and just plain cross-country, cross-river or cross-mud 
ona time schedule that is a challenge to the best of the 
riders. The specified speeds for any one section of the event 
are not all that quick until you consider that that time in- 
cludes all but 15 minutes or so at the beginning of each day 
for the rider to make any necessary repairs or adjustments 
on his machine. Most riders, then, ride as fast as the terrain 
and machine allow to “make up” enough time to tighten 
their spokes, lube their chains and the countless other 
maintenance tasks (including changing a tire if it’s flat) that 
come with day-long enduro riding. The rider must repair his 
machine with only the tools or spare parts he starts the 
Six-Days with and without any outside assistance. The 
organizers are a bit loose in their observance of the factory 


Yankee is developing their 500-cc two-stroke Twin to be 
the first American-designed and assembled machine with 
the potential to win an event like the Six-Days. 


The Swedish team of men and Monark 125-cc machines 
finished with all three riders having zero penalty marks, like 
Bengt Gustavsson, to win the manufacturers team awards. 











One-third 

of what 
Americas 

first Six-Days 
Trial will be 


By Robert Schleicher 





Most of the enduro riders were paddling 
their feet through this river crossing. The 
Americans with Six-Days experience rode 
through on the pegs like Bren Moran. 

He was the only U.S. Monark rider 

to win a Gold. 











crews that follow the machines to refuel them, so there is a 
certain amount of “cheating” when a rider accidentally 
“finds” just the spare part or tool he needs somewhere on 
the ground near his gas crew. Such rule bending, though, 
doesn’t detract from the fact that only one rider and one 
machine (with all of its major components inspected and 
sealed by the officials at the start) completes six full days 
of the worst possible time and terrain possible. 

The motorcycles made in America have never really lent 
themselves to the off-road portions of the International 
Six-Days Trials from the first event, in 1931, through the 
present. Americans only awakened to this type of off-road 
riding after WW II and a few of our riders competed as early 
as the ’50s. The astonishing upsurge in American off-road 
riding has made the Six-Days an event of enough interest so 
that we have fielded U.S. riders aboard imported Pentons, 
Husqvarnas, Puchs, and even Yamahas and Hondas. The 
1971 I.S.D.T. American team rode Pentons to finish fourth 
overall as a team on the Isle of Man (England). Last year 
many of the same riders, aboard similar machines, finished 
seventh in Czechoslovakia. Their efforts, and those of the 
other riders and the entrants in previous years’ ISDTs, 
sparked enough interest among Americans to influence the 
FIM to consider America as a site for a future Trials. The 
event differs a bit from the strict time schedules of the 
popular American enduros but one of our off-road events, 
the Berkshire Trials, has been patterned after the Six- 

Days format. Thanks to the fantastic efforts of Berkshire 
organizer Al Eames, America is slated to be the site of 
the 1973 International Six-Days Trials; the first time 

the event has been held here in its 31-year history. 

The acceptance of America as a site for the 1973 Inter- 
national Six-Days Trials hinges on our being able to show 
the FIM that we have both suitable terrain and the per- 
sonnel to organize and conduct a trial of such magnitude. 
Our first choice for a U.S. area, near Fort Hood, Texas, was 
rejected by our FIM affiliates as being too little of a terrain 
challenge. The site was moved to where it probably should 
have been in the first place, based on the areas experience 
and terrain in just this type of event; the Berkshire moun- 
tains of Massachusetts with Six-Days pioneer Al Eames in 





























At the end of two days 
riding, the machines and 
riders competed in the 
Six-Days style road race 
for three laps over a 
2.7-mile course. Billy 
Uhl is drifting that back 
wheel around the black- 
top like it was dirt. 


Don Cutler showed his 
Six-Days experience to 
arrive on time at every 
check, on both days, to 
win the 250 class and a 
Gold medal on his 
factory Ossa 250. There 
was only one stand-up 
line through this river 
and Don spotted it. 


If the United States 
does get its first ever 
chance to host an 
International Six-Days 
Trials we can thank one 
man for the most 
effort; Al Eames (right) 
was everywhere at 
once. Bill Uhl gives him 
his impression of the 
difficulty on the first 
day to help decide the 
second day schedule. 
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Jeff Penton was clearly the top rider in the 175-cc class on 
the new all-Penton (KTM) Penton. He set fastest time in his 
class in both the cross-country race and the paved 
acceleration tests. s 

charge. A two-day event was scheduled so that Eames, our 
FIM affiliate (the American Motorcycle Association) and 
the other men could show we have both the terrain and the 
talent to conduct a Six-Days. The International Two-Days 
Trial, October 16 and 17, was the test with Senor Bulto 
from Bultaco as the official FIM observer. The event gave 
the various factories and their team riders a chance, for 
those who were wise enough to take it, to sample the 
terrain as well. Bultaco, Jawa, Ossa, and Monark imported 
both riders and machines and Yankee, Penton, Rokon, 
Hodaka, Harley-Davidson, Puch and Kawasaki sent ma- 
chines for American riders to supplement those Bultacos, 
Ossas and Monarks that were ridden by Americans. With 
riders from America, Canada, Spain, Czechoslovakia, 
England and Sweden the event took on at least a sampling 
of the International flair it will have (in 1973) when the 
majority of the riders are from other lands. Two-Days, too, 
gave but a sample of what Six-Days in the Berkshires will be 
like next year. The 1972 International Two-Days Trial was, 
then, a “trial” for a Trial in every respect. 

Virtually all of the top American enduro riders and 
previous entries in the International Six-Days were at the 
Berkshire Two-Days with the exception of the Husqvarna 
riders and machines. Husky opted to concentrate their 
efforts on the Trans-AMA motocross series further west so 
that some of our Gold Medal winners like Ron Bohn, Dick 
Burleson and Malcolm Smith were among the missing. 
Young Jack Penton was away at the motocross, too, testing 
the new 250 Penton. The only team to really come in full 
force was Monark wich a trio of Swedish champions and 
they duly won the manufacturers team prize by having the 
only team with all three riders receiving Gold Medals for 
being “on time” for every one of the 20-odd check points. 
Al Eames’ son, Dave, did Yankee proud by winning the 
individual prize for being the top rider with a combination 
of no penalty points for being late to checks and some of 
the best scores through the special acceleration, cross- 
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country and road racing sections—one Yankee 500 Twin 
entered and one top prize. 

Jawa had their top Six-Days rider, Zdenek Cespiva, on 
one of their new 350 factory machines but the water did in 
his ignition while he was well in contention for top place. 
Penton lost their chance for team prize the first day when 
Dane Leimbach’s chain came to grief but both Bill Uhl 
(Penton 125) and Jeff Penton(175)earned gold medals. Jeff 
won his class. The Harley team was out of it the first day, 
mostly because desert aces Mitch Mayes and Wayne Cook 
lost the trail in the thick Berkshire woods. Bultaco grabbed 
second place with factory rider Casas, magazine editor Dave 
Ekins and Lane Leavitt. Kawasaki was there with Six-Days 
versions of their American-developed 450 piston-port Single 
mx machines; Steve Hurd and Lars Larsson up. Lars 
drowned out the first day to lose his Gold Medal but Steve 
managed to keep within eight seconds. Only Carl Cranke, 
the third member of the Kawasaki factory team on a 
slightly modified F11 250 production machine, managed to 
stay within time for a Gold. Kawasaki still managed to 
finish third among the factory team entries. The surprise 
was the Rokons with their 340-cc Sachs snowmobile-style 
engines and torque convertor transmissions. Gary Snider 
broke and Jim Fogle lost 66 marks on time but the third 
Rokon rider, enduro expert Tom Clark, managed to finish 
with zero marks lost for a Gold on the machine’s first 
outing. To belie the sluggishness of that automatic Tom ran 
the quickest time in the 340 class in the acceleration test. 

The difference between our better enduro riders and the 
real Six-Days experts, both American and those from the 
Continent, was obvious enough if only because the good 
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Kawasaki’s new American research and development 
division prepared two of the prototype 450 motocross 
machines for the Two-Days and this one basically stock 
F-11 250. Carl Cranke won a Gold on it. 


guys seem to be standing even in the corners, the mud and 
the water crossings. The Swedish riders on the winning 
Monark team were particularly impressive in the rough stuff 
as well as on the road. Their tuners seem to know some- 
thing about Sachs engines that the other users don’t. The 
final event was a three-lap road race over a 2.7-mile paved 
assortment of closed public roads. The Monark team put 
nearly half a lap between their machines and the rest of the 
125s—they seemed to have the same transmission full of 
neutrals that plagued the other Sachs-engined machines, 
however. Uhl, Penton Ames, Clark, Cranke, Ossa Gold 
medalist Don Cutler and Hurd seemed to be very much 
their equals for riding skill; an indication that we might at 
least have a chance of winning our own Six-Days next ` 
September 17 to 24.... ron 



























The Rokon team lost 
Gary Snider’s machine 
through ignition failure 
on the second day but 
Tom Clark (right) was 
on time, every time, for 
a Gold medal and first 
in the 350-cc class on 
the new prototype. 


Czechoslovakian 
Cespiva has ridden on 
the winning Czech Jawa 
teams in all the current 
International Six-Days 
Trials. He has nearly a 
dozen Gold medals to 
his credit. Ignition fail- 
ure dropped him out. 


This deceptive mud 
section was the 
downfall of several 
riders. The only line is 
the one Jawa expert 
Zdenek Cespiva took 
on his factory 
machine—there were 
cycle-swallowing holes 
on the right and left. 


GOLD MEDAL WINNERS (zero marks lost 
on time) 


Dave Eames 500 Yankee 
Kurt Gustavsson 125 Monark 
Bengt Gustavsson 125 Monark 
Steve Tell 125 Monark 
Bill Uhl 125 Penton 
Laurence Gibbs 125 Penton 


Bren Moran 125 Monark 
Jim Hollander 125 Penton 
Jeff Penton 175 Penton 
Don Cutler 250 Ossa 
Carl Cranke 250 Kawasaki 
Narcis Casas 250 Bultaco 
John Burch 250 Yamaha 
Tom Clark 340 Rokon 


Eighty-three riders 
started the Inter- 

national Two-Days 

Trials but only 45 

finished within an hour 

of the prescribed times. 

. One of them was a 

lady; Mrs. Karol 

DeGraw on a nearly 

stock Yamaha 175! 
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When the dust settles, when the 
mud falls back to earth and the. 
raucous two-stroke chatter fades into 
the air, and when everybody catches 
their breath and waits for the official 
and final point tally at the 
International Six-Days Trial in 
Czechoslovakia, you may be sure of 
one thing: Monark will score big. In 
terms of handling and durability it is 
probably the finest 125-cc enduro bike 
money can buy, which brings us to 
another point. 

It costs about $995. That’s a lot of 
lettuce in anybody’s book. Is it worth 
it? Well that’s up to you. If you like to 
poke around in the hills every other 
weekend, probably not. You could do 
the same with a bike costing half the 
price. But if your bag is hard and 
frequent riding over unforgiving 
terrain you might give the Monark 
more than a passing glance. Its per- 
formance is outstanding and reliability 
is quite spectacular indeed. 


JVONRRK 
125 a lean 


-scandanarvian 
bruiser 


Let’s begin with the bike’s frame. It 
is a rather conventional double-cradle 
design; conventional except for one 
feature. The frame’s toptube is made 
of a particularly large diameter tubing 
and serves as the engine’s air intake. 
As a result the engine draws air froma 
source less dusty than conventional 
arrangements mounted closer to the 
ground. 

) Suspension on the Monark is 
absolutely faultless for riders in the 
150/175-pound range. This becomes 
particularly evident when bounding 
across a series of whoop-de-doos. 
Conditions like this will bring out the 
faults in a chassis because of the 
continuous compression-tension forces 
that tug the bike every which way. 

As you hurtle over this terrain, one 

of the true determinants of effective 
design is whether the bike tracks well 
or not. Does the rear wheel follow the 
front one? If it doesn’t, things will 
likely get worse the faster you go. The 
chances of landing on one’s bonkus are 
good in this case. The Monark tracks 
better than any other trailbike we’ve 
tested. Part of this is due to the use of 
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Front suspension is by Ceriani. 
Dampening is taut at low speeds but 
smooths out as speed increases. Brakes 
front and rear are also made by Sachs. 








Rear brake, although 
cable-operated, allows 
good stopper control, 
particularly on critical 
downslopes. 


Koni shock absorbers on the rear of 
the bike. Not surprisingly, dampening 
is excellent. Long-travel Ceriani forks 
are used up front with equally 

good effect. 

Enginewise the Monark has it all. 
Sachs makes the 123-cc unit. This is 
no run-of-the-mill mill. It is fitted with 
a Motoplat electronic ignition which 
eliminates troublesome breaker points 
and such. The carburetor is one 
millimeter larger in throat size than 
that on the milder Sachs engines. The 
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Bing mixer has a 27-mm bore. Com- 
pression ratio is a healthy 10.8:1. 
Needless to say, this thing should be 
fed premium gasoline only. Porting is 
such that the engine has definitely 
Spirited throttle response but only 
above about 4500 rpm. Slightly peaky 
and definitely muscular. The some- 
what narrow power band is not 
difficult to cope with, however, thanks 
to the six-speed transmission. Gear 
changes are swift and precise and 
ratios are discreetly spaced to provide 





a cog for every off-road contingency. 

The cylinder is made of aluminum 
fitted with an iron liner. The bore, 
because it is sleeved rather than 
chromed, allows porting modifica- 
tions to be effected without too 
much sweat. 

Overall weight of the test bike with 
half-tank of fuel is 218 pounds accord- 
ing to our genyoowine POPULAR 
CYLCLING scales. While not partic- 
ularly light this weight is competitive 
when compared to that of other 





Stainless steel fenders 
add dash to the 
Monark, but are 
susceptible to dings. 


Sachs engine is not 
uncomfortably 
peaky. Powerband is 
relatively wide. 
Horsepower is 21 at 
seven grand. 





125-cc enduros. Once in the saddle, 
though, the motorcycle feels quite 
light indeed, such is its balance. 

In terms of cooling the radially- 
finned cylinder head is extremely 
efficient, and for that matter, so is the 
cylinder barrel finning too. There is a 
lot of fin area on the heat generating 
parts of the engine, characteristic of 
Teutonic thoroughness. The crank- 
shaft is mounted ball-type main 
bearings while power is transmitted to 
the multi-disc, oil bath clutch through 
helical gears. The primary drive and 
the transmission share a common oil 
supply. We loved the way the clutch 
performed; light and predictable even 
when hot from abusive riding. 

Another positive point about the 
engine’s behavior is its ease of starting. 
First kick every time. If you’ve ever 
been stuck with a dead engine on a 
precarious grade you’ll surely 
appreciate this trait. 

In all, we can’t but be impressed by 
the Monark. To be more accurate, you 
might say that we hold it in awe after 
this, our first meeting with it. As we 
said elsewhere, its handling and dura- 
bility are outstanding. So in this 
respect the bike is worth the money. 
But this doesn’t justify the expense 
completely. The motorcycle must be 
ridden often and ridden hard for its 
true value to be realized. Then, and 
only then will its worth as an excellent 











enduro machine be appreciated. Sr 
ci 
MONARK 125 ENGINE PRICE CHASSIS 
Se" Se Ce Engine type....... two-stroke, Suggested retail ..... $995 Length, overall, in. ....... 79 
à By : single-cyl. Wheelbase, in. 52 
^ : Vall Ee SEREN 
EIERE 21 @ 7000 TRANSMISSION Ground clearance, in. ..... 9.5 
Bore and Stroke, Speedss ee urayayivaê SC Za six Weight, overall, Ip... 219 
(A recovers ê Ger 2.12 x 2.12 Primary drive .... helical gears Frame type ..... double-cradle 
OMM wees eee ee eee 54x54 Clutch type .... wet, multi-disc Tire size, 
Displacement, Final drive . . . chain, 1/2 x 5/16 FONG. cots ee 3.00—21 
CUE JÎT E 7.5 8 3.50--18 
LKE 123 
Compression ratio ..... 10:8:1 
Carburetion...... 27-mm Bing 
Ignition ... Motoplat transistor 
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The mild mannered WR 

by cur lo superman of ch v 
motocross reveals “Sx 
the fundamentals 
for winning 








Photos by 
Steve Reyes 
Leslie Lovett 

George Elliott 
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At 30 years old Ake Jonsson looks forward to 
another five years at International competition and 


TIPS TU 
RE e 


Being a Works rider is being a professional athlete. In a true definition of the works rider you could describe him as a rider 
who is totally sponsored by the factory or manufacturer of the make of motorcycle which he rides. He is a star, a hero and 
very skilled in what he does, which in the case of Ake Jonsson it’s motocross. 

To be a works rider you have to prove your worth by winning more than a few local races. Most of the top European 
factory team riders are Champions in the country which they live and race in. They work hard for that honor, but they too 
are the first to admit that you have to get started on your own and rarely does one get the help of a factory while learning to 
perfect his riding skills. 

Ake Jonsson is not one of those riders who was thought to be born on the proverbial silver motorcycle. He got where he is 
today because of a sincere love for motocrossing, dedicated practice and the determination not to let the losses or bad times 
mentally set him back. As for natural talent he is too modest to admit he has any. 

Unfortunately for Ake he has had to prove his determination more than once for he has yet to become the World 
Champion—the ultimate goal of professionals in his sport. In 1971 he was within one race (one moto) of the World 
Championship when a spark plug blew out of the cylinder while he was leading the final race in the championship circuit. His 
win was necessary to give him the points edge over Roger DeCoster, who was Ake’s rival competitor all season. His 1972 
hopes for World Championship vanished when a serious crash occurred in Belgium. A rider who he was lapping crashed into 
him causing a lung puncture injury which kept him out of competition for two months. The set-back he felt, but determined 
he was and he fought hard to catch up on points to finish fourth for the season. In the Trans-AMA series his determination 
had proved itself again, this time putting a hallmark in his career by becoming the overall winner of the series. He beat many 
of the same riders including DeCoster, the current World Champion, whom he races in championship competition. 

Becoming the World Championship caliber rider that Ake is reminds him of the most important lessons he has learned: 
Becoming a smooth rider with consistent finishes. He is a very modest person when you try to tell him how great he is, but he 
finds it a genuine pleasure to be able to help another motocrosser. It all seems rather fundamental to him and when you stop 
to think about it, every sport has its fundamentals which need to be mastered if you want to be good. It is also Ake’s opinion 
that the American rider has a great opportunity to be good because there are so many cycle parks and motocross tracks for 
practice and American cycle dealers are quick to support a rider that shows some promise as well. 

When commenting on the Americans and their support Ake smiled and proceeded to tell us of where his career began. 
Just after he turned 17 his ambition to compete set in. Enduros were the sportsman type of events for Europeans much 
like the desert is to Californian’s or an Enduro to the mid-westerner. That was fun for awhile but then motocross seemed like 
more fun so in 1961 Ake became an active motocrosser. By 1964 he decided his love for the sport and skill were good enough 
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to become a professional. The only 
problem then was his equipment. He 
rode a Husqvarna and asked Husky for 
a new frame as his was very bad and he 
didn’t have the bucks to buy a new 
one. They never called him back so he 
raced pro with the old frame. He must 
have been good as later in that same 
season Husqvarna called to offer him a 
bike; he wasted no time going to the 
factory to pick it up. There was no 
money involved then, just a bike with 
some spare parts but in essence he be- 
came a works rider. His opportunity to 
prove himself greatly increased and in 
”64 he became the Swedish Champion 
in the 250 class and Husky’s number 
two rider behind the World Champion 
who at that time was Torsten Hallman. 
In 1969 Ake switched to Maico and 
has been with them since. He doesn't 
hide the fact that the Japanese are 
trying to hire him to bring their bikes 
a World Championship title. He is in 
hopes, however, that in spite of the 
fact that Maico is a very small compa- 
ny he can ride for them in ”73, as he 
likes the bike and feels his chances for 
the World title are best on the Maico. 
Obviously, his final decision had yet to 








It’s most important to know your machine and have it “fit” you so you don’t 
fatigue. Ake feels a great motocrosser always checks his machine before a race 
day to make sure of lever positions and security of all parts. 
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Starting techniques include good concentration on using the clutch and anticipating the starting gate. Ake stresses the balance 
needed for maximum traction off the start. In (A) he stays well behind the gate so when he goes over it (B) the front end 
won't lift up into a wheelstand that would require him to shut off the throttle. 


be discussed with Maico and money is 
one of the determining factors. An- 
other factor that seems to discourage 
him on a switch is the thought of hav- 
ing to do development work on the 
new Japanese bikes as this would cost 
him valuable training time. 

Even though Ake is now 30 years 


old his racing is still serious business to 
him and requires a certain amount of 


training. He still trains, practices and 
feels that because of this he will be in 
international World Championship 
contention for the next five years. 
Conditioning is very important for 
the motocrosser. A great deal of stami- 
na is required to go fast for 45 minutes 
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at a time. Ake feels the only thing 
keeping a select few Americans from 
becoming World Champ right now is 
that they can’t go at top speed for that 
long. He does have great respect, how- 
ever, for such riders as Brad Lackey, 
Jim Weinert and Gary Jones as they 
are on top and a very near threat to 
the European stars. 

Conditioning means more than just 
getting your stamina up. You need to 
practice every chance you can on your 
bike. You must learn your motorcycle 
and how it reacts at all times over any 
type of terrain. By knowing your ma- 
chine you reduce fatigue which, in 
turn, puts you closer to that stamina 


goal. Knowing your machine is one of 
the most important steps to being a 
good motocrosser! 

Ake’s workout or training schedule 
is pretty loose now. He gets physical 
exercise skiing in the winter, bicycling, 
gymnastics or anything else that comes 
to mind that will exercise his muscles. 
He likes to run once or twice a week 
(if it's convenient) and when he does 
he concentrates on wind sprints for 30 
minutes. In the off-racing season he 
religiously rides with his Swedish club 
members over a 10-mile course for two 
hours, even in the snow, every week- 
end. The club changes the course each 
week just for variety. If he feels he is 


getting weak in one particular area he 
will do some weightlifting. Because of 
his loose attitude which in actuality 
makes him very active, he feels it more 
of a pleasure to condition. 

Preparation of his machine is an 
important part of conditioning, too. If 
his brakes don’t stop him quickly or 
his handlebars aren’t positioned right 
he could tire early. He checks them 
before every race day. 

Motocross begins on the starting 
line. Getting a good start is more than 
just leaving the line first. Your mental 
confidence should be high and will be 
if you have conditioned yourself and 
know your bike. You must feel you 
can ride well if you want to do well. 

Getting off the line first is a big 
help and saves a lot of work in a moto. 
Ake’s technique when a starting gate is 
used is to stay about three feet behind 
the gate to get a run at the start and 
allow the gate enough time to drop 
down before his wheel hits it, cutting 
the chance of a wheelstand. He always 
starts in first gear unless he’s in sand 
then if he has not geared too high for 
the particular course he will use sec- 
ond. It is very important to have a line 
(path of the bike) picked out so you 
can leave the starting line with the 
bike going straight ahead. Turning the 
bike under starting acceleration costs 
you critical traction which could be 
the difference from getting in the turn 
first or becoming part of the pack. By 





Use of the front brakes is secret to pick up critical time on the competition. In 
(A) acceleration into the turn is in a straight line with the bike straight up. In (B) 
hard use of the front and rear brakes to slow to best speed for negotiating the 
turn and (C) the brakes are let off and the bike layed over to complete the turn. 
Throttle applications after the turn finish with the “get in and out quick” with 
maximum traction technique. 7 












Ake uses all four fingers for front 
brake application but shows what is 
referred to as the two-finger technique 
in photo (B). 








High flying over the jumps loses time. 
Keep the wheel on the ground as much 
as possible for traction. 
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BEL OU — 
Using the 
berms is a fast 
way through 
the turns if 
entering and 
power 
applications 
are done right. 
Notice Ake 
stays on the 
pegs through 
this soft sand 


leaving the bike in neutral until the 
starter gives the sign that the start will 
be in the next ten seconds (done in all 
international events) you won't heat 
the clutch which might make the bike 
jump a start. Do not push off with your 
feet as you can get off balance easily. 
Ake also shifts out of first gear early to 
get more traction on his starts. 

Going into the first turn is probably 
one of the roughest moments in a 
motocross, especially if you’re not 
leading. As a safety measure on a tight 
first turn Ake will generally make it 
one gear lower so as not to stall the 
engine should traffic cause him to 
brake unexpectedly. In other words if 
he would normally take the turn in 
second gear he backshifts to first for 
the start. 

Using your brakes properly can im- 
prove your speed on a course more 
than anything else. With the proper 
practice you can discover that the 
brakes play an important role in steer- 
ing the bike. Again the important way 
to learn how to skid or set your bike 
up for a turn with the rear brake is to 
practice around an object like a tire or 
trash can, etc. 

You must also learn to use your 
front brake very effectively. By using 





Knowing your bike 
enables you to perform 
winning tricks like 
clearing this ledge and 
landing level on the 
upper portion for 
instant acceleration 
over the crest. 





The front end is slightly the front brake you can go deeper into 
up as Ake gets a turn before slowing and if you are 
maximum traction out real good at braking you can pick up 
of a turn by quickly time by using this technique. All top 
getting the bike into a motocrossers think of a course by the 
straight up position. number of seconds that it takes to 
make the track in a lap. If your com- 
Dedication, petition is leading you by 10 seconds 
determination and and you have roughly a ten lap race 
practice, With you have to get him better than a sec- 
concentration on ond a lap, and turns are usually the 
learning the best place to pick that time up. 
fundamentals are what Braking with the front brake re- 
Ake prescribes if you ` quires that you line up for the turn so 
want to become a ` you can approach it straight. Your line 
better motocrosser. to the turn should be straight and the 


e ES bike should be straight and upright 
ãُ when the brakes are applied. Again, if 
you practice with your bike you’ll 
have a good idea of the distance 
needed to slow down to negotiate the 
turn. Don't slow down any sooner 
than necessary and pay attention to 
your* moves so you can be consistent 
when you have found the proper line. 
Try to remember the landmarks along 
the course where you want to start 
applying the brakes. Before leaning the 
bike over for the turn release the 
brakes and, depending on the type of 
turn, apply the throttle to bring the 
bike around. Using the throttle too 
hard can lose the time you gain 
through your braking efforts, so apply 
the throttle to get maximum traction 
on acceleration (keeping in mind that 


Continued on page 72 
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PUCH 
SPORT 
CYCLES 


Magura controls 





Breakerless ignition 








New heavy duty 
reinforced frame 





Girling shocks : 2.5 gal. capacity „ N - 





Cerianni forks 






5-speed dog-shift engine 






Upswept expansion chamber 


Muffler for AMA requirements 









The Puch is at its best off the road in Enduros, Trials, Moto-Cross 
and Cross Country races. A sportcycle bred for handling the most 
demanding of courses with a minimum of effort. The machine to put 
you in the winner's circle. 







DISTRIBUTED BY: 


AMERICAN PUCH DIST. C0. EAST 


148 West Lancaster Ave. 
Downingtown, Pa. 19335 (215) 269-3923 





ROGER DeCOSTER, THE WORLD 
MOTOCROSS CHAMP, TALKS 
ABOUT HIS CAREER 


DON'T MISS 
e A HOT ACTION-FILLED 
NEXT MONTH $ COMPARISON OF THE LATEST 
125 MX’ers. 


BIG ISSUE OF 
POP CYCLING 
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THE BARSTOW-TO-VEGAS 
DESERT CLASSIC PLUS MUCH 
MUCH MORE! 













HOPETOWN 


750-powered machines—what could be 
better? The Europeans have come over 
to this country at their own expense 
to show the Americans just how excit- 
ing motocross sidehacking really is. 
One of the planned stops on their 
U.S.A. schedule was of course Hope- 
town, the one event they wanted to 
ride more than any other. But thanks 
to the AMA’s hierarchy, the Euro- 
peans almost didn’t get to ride. 

As professionals, the Europeans 
technically are not allowed to ride in 
U.S. sportsman events, so they were to 
start in the back row, and sort of put 
on an exhibition. They had the permis- 
sion of their own sanctioning bodies to 
do this; it was planned, set, and ready 
to go. Then the AMA steps in and 
says, “No, they won't ride. If they do 
they lose their FIM International 
licenses.” The AMA can now do this as 
an American FIM affiliate. 

Finally, late Saturday night, the 
whole thing got resolved thanks to a 
telegram sent by FIM Europe. The 
AMA gave in—this time. As a result, 
fans on Sunday saw some of the best 
dirt sidehacking ever—for this we can 
thank the Dirt Diggers, certainly not 
the AMA. 

All kinds and types of machinery 
were on hand to try out the varied sur- 
faces besides the sidehacks. If you’re a 
four-stroke lover, then this just might 
be the place for you. They were in 
abundance for a change! 

One of the more interesting ma- 
chines belonged to John Hateley. Orig- 
inally built as a short tracker to cam- 
paign on the AMA pro circuit, John 
turned his Trackmaster-framed Tri- 
umph cub into a winning motocrosser. 
In the 250 Expert race, Hateley got in 
front and had an exciting duel going 
with Gene Cannady, the “Flying 
Fuzz.” Cannady, who works as a Los 
Angeles policeman when he’s not 
racing, was aboard a modified Honda 
Motosport. 

The four-stroke buffs were going 
crazy! No one would have guessed 
beforehand that a couple of thumpers 
would be contesting the winning posi- 
tion in the 250 Expert go—it was a 
rout! Hateley was really wowing the 
fans with his cross-ups through the fast 
sweepers. One fan said, “He must 
think he’s at Ascot!” 

Just about halfway through the 
race Hateley’s rear tire went flat and 
that was it for him. Cannady took over 
on the Honda and Terry Clark battled 
from the rear of the pack to get sec- 
ond place on a Harley! Further back 
were Keith Mashburn, Speedway star 
Mike Konle, and Steve Scott. 

Though the Novices did a fine job 
in their events, the most interest was 
generated by the Amateur/Expert 
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racers. These guys go like there’s no 
tomorrow. Take the 125 race for 
example. This class is hard to tell from 
the 250s, that’s how fast they’re go- 
ing! Hateley was riding this one too, 
and he had a good race going with Jim 
Hale for fifth until he had mechanical 
problems. Hale went on to capture 
first Amateur on his Penton, and he’d 
be the one to get the award for the 
cleanest body and machine after the 
race. It looked as though he hadn’t yet 
set a foot on the track. Some guys 
were wishing they knew his secret for 
staying so sanitary. 

John Rice rode so many different 
events we lost track of them all. But 
he had troubles in nearly every one, 
with the exception of the 350 Expert. 
He got a nice third here on a Maico. 
Rice is a fast, stylish rider in many 
different types of races, and the Hope- 
town Classic is one of his favorites. 
The guy winning the 350 race ahead of 
John R. was Preston Petty, flying 
down from Oregon just to give THE 
race another go. 

Hateley again made the four- 
strokers happy when he won the 500 
Expert division. This time he got off 
to a slow start behind Al Baker’s 
Kawasaki, Gene Cannady, and Carl 
Cranke. Cannady was riding a very 
special factory Honda and it looked as 
though he might have pulled off a win 
as Cranke’s Kawasaki had a flat and 
quit. But shortly thereafter, the Honda 
called it a day and “Til John” took 
over on his Triumph. He stayed put in 
first place until the checkered 
dropped, and Al Baker was second. 

When Hateley won the Open class 
on the same machine, a rule infraction, 
he was disqualified. Hateley knew that 
would happen, but he just wanted to 
get in some more riding on the neat 
track. Gene Smith was then crowned 
the winner after Hateley’s victory was 
disallowed. 

Hopetown’s consanguinity between 
racers, officials, and fans really puts it 
in a class by itself. There isn’t a more 
friendly atmosphere anywhere, that’s 
the kind of event it always turns out 
to be. The pit area stretches for some 
distance in a beautiful location; the 
campers with the aroma of food on 
the stove and the riders tinkering with 
their machines give the place a certain 
flavor. Even the balloon sellers have a 
good time. And of course, when the 
weather’s warm, the pit dollies are out 
in force. None of the riders seem to 
mind that one bit. 

In spite of its sometimes confusion, 
sometimes hectic, tiring pace, people 
leave the Hopetown races a little sad, 
because they have to wait another year 
before they can do it again. And you 
don’t always feel that way about some 
of the other so-called “classics.” That’s 
because Hopetown is the only REAL 
classic, and time has made it better. ge 
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INTERNATIONAL MERCHANDISE MART, INC. 
P. O. BOX 1621p 


SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 71164 
Please send me the quantity of '4” drills checked below 
[limit two]. If not fully satisfied I will return the 
merchandise within 10 days for a full refund. 





O Send ONE only. I enclose $9.95. 
Û Send TWO at the bargain price of $16.95. 
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City, State, Zip 


OFF ROAD 
a RIDER 
PL ACCESSORIES 


FOR ALi BIKES 


European style MX Chest Protector. Top quality 
vinyl. Fully adjustable. In black, red, green, 
yellow, or blue. $15.95 





Rough rider Kidney Belt. One size fits all. 
Reinforced fabric that breathes with you. $9.95 


Sportsman Throttle Guard. Diecut resistant rub- 
ber. Two for $1.25 


Lever Covers. Protect cables against dirt & grit. 
Snaps on in seconds. Matched set $1.95 


Enduro Bag / Cross Bar Pad. A combination 
crash protection and enduro bag. Ideal for 
carrying tools, maps, etc. $6.95 


Competition Number Plate. Made of soft pliable 
white plastic. $3.95 (set of 3). 


MX Fenders. Lightweight, flexible. Cost per set- 
$15.95 


European Competition Mud Flaps. Bolt on 
easily. Hardware included. Cost per set $3.50 


Front Fork Leg Protectors. Soft rubber shields 
protect from flying rocks. Clamps included. 
$3.95 per pair. 


SEND 25é FOR COMPLETE BROCHURE. 


C. PRODUCTS 


P.O. BOX 96 PC 
RIALTO, CALIFORNIA 92376 
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ycle 


We think reading’s where it’s at!! 


‘Cycle RIDER 


Racing, riding, maintenance, tune-up, repairs and 
“whatever turns you on.” 
You'll find the book you want among this list care- 





YAMAHA ROTARY VALVE SINGLE- 
CYLINDER MOTORCYCLES 1963-71 
Cover the record-selling Mini-Enduro as 
well as a number of other popular 
smaller models. Explicit text, over 300 
Photos, drawings and charts. 133 pages. 

ole pine shes was $4.50 


YAMAHA TWIN-CYLINDER MOTOR- 
CYCLES 1965-72 Covers models ranging 
from 90cc to 350cc displacement and in- 
cludes detailed maintenance and over- 
haul data for virtually every two-cycle 
twin that Yamaha has sold in the U.S. 
Expert test, full discussion of theory, 
step-by-step repair procedures. Well writ- 
ten and profusely illustrated. 112 pages. 

Ris, staal evar 2 anal a $4.50 


YAMAHA SINGLE-CYLINDER 
5-PORT ENDURO MOTORCYCLES 
1968-72 Full maintenance and repair in- 
formation for the most popular line of 
“off-road”? motorcycles sold is given in 
this well-written text. Covers 1968 
through the latest 1972 Torque Induc- 
tion models. 116 pages. 

tion 





E 
SERVICE Today 
early motorcycles 
are looked upon 
with new interest. 
For those with a 
deep-seated yearning 
to learn more about these two-wheeled 
machines of the past, here’s a book for 
VOUS isl û Evê Sibe DID DEY DD „. $6.00. 





DUCATI OWNER'S HANDBOOK AND 
WORESHOP MANUAL This. 128-page 
factory-pı* -ared. manual has 18 photos 
of the bik 140 charts, photos and fine 
cutaway d.awings. Data is given on all 
160 Junior Monza, 250 GT, 250 Mark 3, 
250 Mach 1, 250 SCR and 350 Sebring 
models. varan “rê $4.00 


CHILTON’S NEW MOTORCYCLE 
SERIES. This series includes the most 
popular makes, both American and im- 
ported and even 1972 models for which 
information is available. Step-by-step 
procedures are given for the mainten- 
ance, tune-up, troubleshooting, and 
repair of every model. High performance 
modifications on many models for off- 
road racing are also included. 

Chilton’s new repair and tune-up 
guide for the: 


BSA. All unit-construction triples, twins, 
and singles, since 1963-......... $5.95 


BMW MOTORCYCLE. All horizontally 
opposed' BMW twins imported since 1960 
lek kene bed êv ete, are EE Ee $5.95 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON V-TWINS. All 
V-twins since 1955...... si ele lenê ê $6.95 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON SINGLES. Har- 
ley-Davidson M, Sprint, Pacer-Scat, 
Super 10, 165, Hummer, Rapido and 
MesserO MOdels! a s ses cies ws we 2 $6.95 
HONDA FOURS.Honda 750 and 500cc 
4-cylinder models ..........+... $5.95 


HONDA SINGLES. All Honda single- 
cylinder models, including’ the new 
Motosport off-road machines .... $5.95 


HONDA TWINS. All 5-speed twins and 
povular 4-speed models ..... ds e $3.95 


SUZUKI. Triples, twins and singles, both 
street and off-road machines,.... $5.95 
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fully selected for our readers. 
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KAWASAKI, All 2-stroke triples, twins 
and singles since 1967 ......... $5.95 


TRIUMPH MOTORCYCLE. All unit- 
construction triples, twins, and singles 
BEE $5.95 


YAMAHA. All models since 1964, in- 
cluding the 4-stroke XS1/XS2 ...$5.95 


THE NEW BOOK OF MOTORCYLES 
To completely cover every aspect of 
motorcycling. this book details: How to 
Choose a Dealer, How to Test Used 
Motorcycles, Safety, MCA, Motorcycle 
Engine Guide and Inside Motorcycle En- 
gines. Also included are predictions 
about the new developments in the field 
and what’s ahead in motorcycle design. 
DE'PASES Ch e SES e ers $3.50 


CHILTON’S REPAIR AND TUNE-UP 
GUIDES 

BSA Motorcycles (to 1968) ..... $4.95 
Harley-Davidson (to 1968) ...... $4.95 
Honda (to 1966) ie eet overs eg 
Suzuki (to 1967) ... 
Triumph (to 1967) Ê 
Yamaha (to LOGT) eael elre 3ye eve $4.95 


OTHER CHILTON MOTORCYCLE 
GUIDES ARE: 

ITALIAN MOTORCYCLE Describes all 
of the large Italian makes such as Ducati, 
Benelli, Capri, Italjet, Aermacchi-Harley, 
RE, dee peeks lana DÉEN $5.50 
JAPANESE MOTORCYCLE Covers 
Bridgestone, Bonanza, Minibike, Hoda- 
ka, Kawasaki, Marusho, Omega, Tohatsu, 
Surfrider'to 1968 aie sels ena oTo sre $5.50 
CHILTON’S MOTORCYCLE CARBU- 
RETION SYSTEMS .. .... $6.95 
CHILTON’S MOTORCYCLE ELEC- 
TRICAL SYSTEMS ...+..+.....$6.95 
CHILTON’S MOTORCYCLE TROU- 
BLE-SHOOTING GUIDE 
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TRIUMPH 500 and 650cc MOTOR- 
CYCLES 1963-71 Complete repair and 
maintenance data similar in presentation 
to all the new Clymer motorcycle books. 
Included with text are hundreds of 
photos, drawings and charts on the best 
selling. of ‘the British imports, the 
Triumph, 140 pages. 








HONDA 450 TWIN-CYLINDER 
MOTORCYCLES 1965-72 All models 
from introduction through 1971, includ- 
ing 4 and 5-speed transmissions, are 
covered in this very complete handbook. 
Full tune-up and major repair informa- 
tion are also given for one of the most 
successful motorcycles ever sold. Many 
illustrations in this 128-page text. 

e LAY ...... $4.50 


HONDA 750 MOTORCYCLES 1969-72 
Full service, overhaul and maintenance 
information for Honda’s great four- 
cylinder motorcycle through the CB 750 
Kl model is given in this beautiful 
7x 10” manual. Also included are hun- 
dreds of photos and specification tables. 
132 pages. .. $5.50 


KAWASAKI SINGLE-CYLINDER 
MOTORCYCLES 1966-72 Complete de- 
tails on a dozen top-selling models 
(90cc-350cc) are presented in this book. 
All this valuable information is assem- 
bled in a 132-page text and is supple- 
mented with hundreds of excellent 
photos and diagrams. 

Cece errr ere; ® ev ıo. »le OOOO U $5.50 


K A W AS AKI-TWIN-AND- THREE 
CYLINDER MODELS First comRrehen- 
sive U.S.-prepared tuning and service 
manual covering these advance, high- 
performance 250-500cc machines. In- 
cludes complete coverage of the remark- 
able Mach III. 7” x 10” format with 132 
pages 7 têlên Pe zi A Ye ee GE $5.50 


NORTON TWIN-CYLINDER MANUAL 
All necessary data for servicing and 
maintaining Norton Twins through 1967 
is given in this book. The text is accom- 
panied by 82 charts, drawings and 
sketches for both lightweight and heavy 


models. 85 pages. 


SUZUKI TWIN—CYLINDER MOTOR- 
CYCLES Complete coverage of the 
125-500cc models through 1971 is given 
in this weil-illustrated manual. Highlight- 
ing this book is expert tuning, repair and 
troubleshooting information. 132 pages. 

ace Ye Ye hek oke Ve lelê $5.50 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. Manual 
of Motorcycle Maintenance, 21st revised 
edition. The book that makes experts of 
beginners includes American models 
1920to1970..... DIA DI Or OO û oro $3.00 


MOTORCYCLE DIGEST. Covers every 
facet from nuts and bolts to road tests. 
Includes an extensive illustrated direc- 
tory of machines and accessories com- 
plete with specifications and current 
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ARGUS BOOKS, P.O. Box 49659, Los Angeles, California 90049 


Please send me the following books: 
Title 














Add postage/handling at 50¢ per book 




















( ) Check or ( ) Money Order enclosed. Total 
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Address 
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U.S. GRAND PRIX 


national class riders got over an hour’s 
rest. 

Dust filled the starting area as the 
second moto went. It was even faster 
than the first as the riders made a 
last-stand effort. Those who did well 
in the first race fought to protect their 
points earned and for those riders who 
didn’t finish high the first moto the 
fight to gain enough position to move 
them up over all made for the faster 
action. It almost seemed over after the 
first turn and Roger DeCoster took the 
lead on his prototype Suzuki while 
Mikkola and Jonsson were stuck in 
traffic. Lackey was again in contention 
with a second place. Jonsson quickly 
moved up behind Lackey with Hans 
Maisch following. Then the gigantic 
downhill section, which for the 
average motocrosser would make his 
day if he could get downit at half the 
speed the International riders do, was 
just around the next turn for 
DeCoster, Lackey, Jonsson, Maisch 
and Mikkola in about that order. 
Jonsson woke up the crowd as did 
Maisch (if anyone was faced with bore- 
dom) with the speed they leaped over 
the ruts and potholes of the downhill 
which had become deep enough to 
catch the wheels and pitch the bikes to 
the other side of the track. Lackey got 
passed and if he could say something 
at that time we imagine it was, 
“blankety-blank ****#*!” 

Lap after lap Jonsson and Maisch 
stayed together so consistent you 
might suspect they were radio- 
controlled from the pits. It wasn’t long 
after that DeCoster found himself in 
second place with Jonsson still 
opening the lead with a fantastic 
display of accurate, fast racing. Maisch 
wasn’t able to get around DeCoster, 
however, but he did manage to hold 
off Mikkola who finally got by 
Lackey. It went like that lap after lap 
until 45 minutes had elapsed and Ake 
Jonsson gave Maico their fifth overall 
win of the series. 

The crowd wanted to see the fan- 
tastic Ake Jonsson and the world 
champ Roger DeCoster. Few did see 
them as they were brought to the 
trophy presentation platform as the 
eight-foot platform was hard for 
25,000 people to get around—but they 
all tried! Talking to both stars later 
that evening they remarked something 
about writer’s cramp from signing 
autographs but were happy to do it 
anyway. 

Next year the Hang Ten event 
should be even bigger than this year as 
the U.S. will finally host a world grand 
prix points race in 1973. Since this 
non-points event was truly the best 
racing the United States had seen in 
motocross action, we can hardly wait 


to see next year’s. ra 
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help 


from Casler 
Performance Products 


CASLER LIFT STAND 

Quality products for the rider who 
knows the difference...tough, 
versatile and completely adjust- 
able, Casler's Lift Stand lifts your 
machine from front, center or rear. 
Disassembles quickly for trans- 
porting and storage. Another 
HELP for you from Casler 
Motorcycle Accessories. 
It’s at your dealer, now! 


1031 W. BROOKS STREET 
ONTARIO, CALIF. 91762 
(714) 986-4537 


N ita NWorld of ef o ıı da 


The fascinating success story of Honda technology is one that 

every bike manufacturer has tried to match. This engrossing 

story is just a small part of all the exciting information 

available in this 132 page in-depth report. Our motorcycle 

experts have personally evaluated and reported on all the 

popular models to help you select the right bike for your 

needs. Complete unbiased coverage in the numerous road 

= tests enables us to bring you one of the most comprehen- 

sive Honda Ser ever. For you do-it-yourselfers we have such technical articles 

as: Tuning the Singles, Rebuilding, Troubleshooting, and various hop-up tips. So for 

exciting features, new products and tons of great information, fill out the coupon 
below and enclose $1.75 plus 25¢ for postage and handling. Mail to: 


WILD WORLD OF HONDA 
DELTA DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 131 S. Barrington Place Los Angeles, California 
Name 90049 


Address 
City 
State 











“The Skinny Looking Front Wheel 
& Brake” 


Competition & custom use. 
e Waterproof—will not fade under nor- 
mal use. 
Precision machined from chrome 
moly. 
Meets most highway safety standards. 
Safe e Legal e Clean 
Send check or M.O. 


D . LLA LLA 了 

Available in 16” 17” 18 1307 E. Orangethorpe 
19” or 21”. Complete assem- Fullerton, Calif. 92631 
bly with rib tire $150.00 Tele: 714-879-5580 and 714-879-5581 
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GENUINE HI-POINT 
ACCESSORIES 


HI-POINT MOTO-CROSS & 
TRIALS BOOTS 


The premier boot with the exclusive Hi-Point buckle. Top 
grain leather, fully padded shin guard. Available in moto- 
cross style with smooth soles and enduro/trials style with 
cleated soles. Used by the U.S. Trophy Team at the Six- 
Days Trials. 
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HI-POINT LEATHERS 


Top grade leather M-X pants feature 
knee and thigh padding, zippered legs, 
pocket in back and are fully lined. Avail- 
able in gold with green stripe or black 
with red or yellow stripe. 

All leather chest protector in gold 
and yellow. Fully padded and pleated. 













HI-POINT M-X GLOVES 


Two styles available. Top grain double 
stitched leather. One style features rub- 
ber ribbed finger and hand protection. 
Comes in brown and black. The other 
style features new high impact padding 

on hand and fingers. Our premium glove. 
Natural leather color. 

Hi-Point Accessories are available from your 
Hi-Point.Accessory dealer only. Send $1.00 
for Accessory Catalog. ; 













HI-POINT ACCESSORIES 

1354 Colorado Ave., Lorain, Ohio 44052 
P. O. Box 2327, Amarillo, Texas 

9604 Oates Dr., Sacramento, Calif. 95827 







ROGER DeCOSTER, THE WORLD 
MOTOCROSS CHAMP, TALKS 
ABOUT HIS CAREER 


DON'T MISS 
i ` A HOT ACTION-FILLED 
NEXT MONTH $ COMPARISON OF THE LATEST 
125 MX’ers. 


BIG ISSUE OF 
POP CYCLING 
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THE BARSTOW-TO-VEGAS 
DESERT CLASSIC PLUS MUCH 
MUCH MORE! 





PENTON 250 





into the first corner ahead of the pack. 
All they had to do was stay aboard. 
The performance of the machine in 
young Jack Penton’s hands at the Ohio 
InterAm seems to reinforce the 
Russians’ impressions: Jack was among 
the first five into the corner and the 
machine handled well enough to finish 
tenth overall. Jack is new to motocross 
riding with a stand-up style much like 
L.A. Coliseum superstar Marty Tripes. 
He’s not good enough, though, to push 
a so-so machine terribly hard, so it’s 
safe to assume that the Penton 250 has 
handling as well as the power needed 
to be more than competitive in this 
class. j 

The Penton 250 is a prototype in 
more ways than just a new engine. The 
lessons learned with the machine will 
be applied to the entire line. Things 
like the new long-stroke lightweight 
Ceriani motocross forks and the new 
engine-encircling frame will, if they 
prove their worth, be applied to the 
100, 125 and 175 Pentons in coming 
seasons” production. The 250 engine is 
a redesign of the 175 KTM in the 
Penton “Jackpiner” with a six-speed 
transmission. The bore has been in- 
creased with a new, and even more 
massive, cylinder barrel from the 
175’s—63.5mm to 71mm. The crank- 
shaft and connecting rod are altered to 
give the 250 a 62-mm stroke as 
compared to the 175’s54mm. The 
sunburst-pattern cylinder heads 
appear, for now at least, to be the 
same castings. The frame on the 250 
looks like the double-loop type 
pioneered on the famous “Feather- 
bed” road racing Nortons of the mid 
”50s. The front downtubes start and 
end beneath the tank. Current Penton/ 
KTM frames have their downtubes 
leading from the steering head to 
beneath the engine to stop at the rear 
shocks’ top mounting brackets. The 
wheelbase is only a half-inch longer 
than the Penton production machines: 
55% inches. The 250’s motocross 
intent doesn’t require the same degree 
of mud-cleaning that the stock 
Penton’s steel rims provide so the 
motocrosser is fitted with Akront-style 
alloy rims. The front tire is the same as 
a production machine’s—3.00-21—and 
the rear is only a bit wider at 4.50-18. 
The pre-production Ceriani forks 
provide over eight inches of travel yet 
they weigh the same as the ones on the 
125-cc Penton. For now, the rear 
shocks are Girlings with specially- 
wound springs. The fiberglass tank 
holds 1-3/4 gallons and is virtually 
identical to the eccessory tank availa- 
ble to replace the stock Penton’s 
3.1-gallon fiberglass tank. 

There are only four of these 250 
prototypes in existence. Three are 





undergoing tests at the KTM factory in 
Austria and one is contesting the Inter- 
Am's 250 “Support Class” beneath 
Jack Penton. Unlike most maker’s 
prototypes, the Penton will be availa- 
ble to the public just as the previous 
100s, 125s and 175s have been. It’s a 
bit early to place your order, though. 
John Penton doesn’t expect the ma- 
chine to reach production for at least a 
year. He emphasized that this one and 
only 250 was just a prototype. The 


production version may or may not 
have the same frame style or engine 
castings. You can rely on one thing, 
however, the Penton 250 will be 
proven in both motocross and Inter- 
national Trials competition in its pro- 
duction form before you can buy one 
for yourself. If the machine isn’t good 
enough for one of the Penton crew to 
win on, it isn’t good enough for their 
customers. Pe 


Gu 


Ki 


Jack Penton has a stand-up 
riding style similar to 
Yamaha’s L.A. Coliseum star 
Marty Tripes. The uphill 
bumps at the Ohio InterAm 
were among the worst tests of 
a machine’s handling and 
Jack was one of the quickest 
up them. 





The basic cylinder and side cases, as well as 
the cylinder head, appear to be the same as 
those used on the Penton/KTM 175. The 
engine has the now-needed 6-speed gearbox. 
The upswept pipe is unusual for a MX 
machine. 





D 


BEWARE! 


THERE ARE BOGUS 
FENDERS IN TOWN! 


Without the Preston Petty Product trademark, it ain’t me! 


Some guys (sleezy-eyed huckster types) are in town 
selling plastic fenders without my emblem. They'll tell you 
they’re the genuine Preston Petty Products plastic fenders. 
They'll tell you they're unbreakable. They'll tell you that the 
emblem doesn’t mean much anyway. 

What gall! 

Don’t believe them! 

Only the gen-yoo-wine Preston Petty fenders have earned 
the reputation of long-lasting unbreakability. The racer’s 
choice. No others have a successful track record like my 
unbreakable fenders. Buy only the ones with the Preston 
Petty Product trademark. 

Like | said, without the PPP it ain’t me! 


The fenders offer the highest 
impact resistance, cold weather 
durability and strength of any 
fender on the market. We started 
this project to make the best, 
strongest fender at any cost and 
will continue to do it. Top per- 
formance must be in every part 
of your machine. You will no- 
tice the difference! 


Ges 

Gong 
PRESTON PETTY PRODUCTS 

403 N. MAIN ST. NEWBERG, OREGON 


Reference Charts 
A MUST FOR YOUR WORKBENCH 


Each chart has all the specifications 
for assembling or tuning a particular 
engine, reprinted from the technical 
editors of POPULAR HOT 
RODDING. The information you 
want, where you want it. Don’t waste 
a minute. Send for your folio of long 
lasting laminated charts today. 


20 CHARTS e******e*« ONLY $1.98. 


popular HOT RODDING 
QUICK REFERENCE CHART 


250 cubic-Inch CLDSMOmLE Seng 








DELTA DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 
131 S. Barrington Place 

Los Angeles, California 90049 

Add 25¢ for postage and handling. 
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You've got some unanswered questions. 


Here’s the book, SUPERBIKES is an Argus Special carefully 
compiled to complete the total picture on the world’s greatest 


Multis! 





2 OUTSTANDING BOOKS FOR THE Ufi¢imate IN CYCLING! 


Fond ’‘O Honda? Most everybody is 
Honda’s really wail. 
But what is a Honda? 


Now after 13 years from the day Honda first opened their 
doors and a few million motorcycles later the question, we 
believe, answers itself. 


Honda means motorcycle! 


Let’s put Honda under the magnifying glass. 


The fascinating success story of Honda technology set the 
motorcycling world on its ear. This engrossing story is part of 
the whole vital picture that makes this 132 page book a classic 
you'll be glad you own. 

Our experts offer their services. 

Selecting the right bike for street or trail is not an easy ‘task. 
Veterans as well as newcomers are dazzled by choice of style, 
design, and versatility. Study. the numerous road tests, and 
editor’s comments. 

Many pluses include: Tuning the singles, the twins as well as 
the new XL 250. Maintenance made easy, rebuilding, trouble- 
shooting and there’s more... Exicting features, new products 
and page after page of overall info. To make your Honda 
world a better one smarten up to biking bliss and discover the 


2U ıa NWorld of ds nd a 


Doo 


Ride with the big boys!! Kawasaki, BMW, Norton, Harley-Davidson, 
Suzuki or maybe Moto Guzzi?? An investment that takes you 
considerable time to come by, not to mention the bread.... Your 
spirits are soaring but what about your aptitude? 


F kawasaki. *HONDA 
HABLEY-DAVIDSON 
HONTON- SUZUKI 
mota GUZZI! 
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IS Boogie 0n down to your newsstand and pick up your copy y today or fill out the Ge 
Coupon and enclose $1.75 plus 25g postage and handling for each magazine. 


Delta Distributing Co. 1 
131 So. Barrington Place 
Los Angeles, Calif., 90049 2 





Name 
Address 
City 
State Zip Code 
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f J WILD WORLD OF HONDA 


( } SUPERBIKES for Street 








16 road tests. 


Big-bike Insurance. 


Superbikes at the drags 


and MUCH more. 





Tech articles easy-to-read 
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Did Your Frame 
Fail Geometry ? 


A Competition Dynamics 
Frame Kit* can improve the 
handling of your bike so that you 
can pass! 

Kits come with easy to follow 
instructions that cover frame 
alignment and welding as well as 
“where to cut”. 

Competition Dynamics Frame 
Kits are designed to alter frame 
geometry without weakening 
your frame. That’s new! 

Kits come complete with all 
the hardware you'll need to 
complete the job. «Patents Pending 

KITS AVAILABLE FOR 


Yam AT1/CT1&MX ...... $21.95 
Yam AT2/3 — CT2/3& MX ... 19.95 
Xami DIT ARI Bt Men Sass 13.95 
Mam: D TZS RTS 21% 13.95 
Yam DT2MX & RT2MX ..... 14.95 
*Suzuki 400 Cyclone & Apache . . 21.95 
"Hodaka 100& Rat......... 24.95 
Honda 175SL & 350SL K1 & K2 24.95 


Yam Swing Arm Kits (all**) . . 8.95 
Husky Swing Arm (all ex. 125) . 12.95 
*Includes Swing Arm Kit 

**Specify Model 
Freight prepaid for cash 
C.O.D. orders F.O.B. Phoenix 


Available from most Local Dealers 
or Order from 


COMPETITION DYNAMICS 
3421 EAST HARVARD 
PHOENIX, ARIZ. 85008 


competition 
dynamics 






HONDA’S THUMPER 


comes about 7500-8000. Shifts should’ 
be made between 8000 and 9000 rpm 
to keep near peak power and also to 
avoid unnecessary abuse and wear on 
the engine. 

Stock gearing on the Honda is 15 
teeth on the countershaft sprocket and 
46 at the rear wheel. Pulling power is 
much better with a 14-tooth counter- 
shaft and 52-54 teeth on the rear. This 
gearing should handle all but the very 
tightest and the very fastest motocross 
circuits. 

As far as the engine is concerned, 
the one thing that will make the 
biggest difference in performance is 
decreasing thé flywheel weight. The 
simplest way to do this is to remové 
the large magneto rotor on the end of 
the crankshaft. Of course, this means 
that some other means of ignition will 
have to be found. A total loss battery/ 
coil rig is the least complicated and the 
most reliable as long as the battery is 
kept fully charged. (If motos are very 
long, it would be wise to keep an extra 
battery on hand.) Simply swap the 
E.T. coil for a battery type coil. Then 
ground the battery, run a wire from 
the other terminal to the battery con- 
nection on the coil. The points con- 
nect to the other connection on the 
coil. One of the advantages with this 
system is that it’s possible to advance 
the timing which is impossible with 
the E.T. magneto. The XL runs fastest 
when the timing is set to 40-42 degrees 
BTDC full advance. 

However, since it’s a drag to con- 
tinually be charging up batteries, L.B. 
Honda is negotiating with a manufac- 
turer to make competition magnetos 
for the XL 250. It’s expected that 
these units will sell for $80 to $90. It 
will be a bolt-on modification but 
there will not be any provision for 
lighting coils. Strictly competition. 
There will be no hassle with a heavy 
rotor since this magneto is designed 
with an “inside” flywheel. The coils sit 
in a circle around a small button rotor. 

Results have been extremely en- 
couraging. Honda’s thumper is a seri- 
ous threat on a smooth, sliding course. 
There hasn’t been any problem with 
horsepower or reliability and the 
modifications have only just begun. 
The only serious problem has been 
getting power down on bumpy 
ground—too much rear end hop. There 
are already a couple of special frames 
on the market for the engine that 
would probably solve that hassle (al- 
though for about $400.) Perhaps with 
a little luck Honda will take notice and 
lower the pivot point for the swinging 
arm. That would take care of the 
Honda owner’s biggest problem and, at 
the same time, create a new problem 
for all those Maico, Husky, Yamaha 
and CZ riders. Pa 
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“MAVRICK” 


5-Way Adjustable 
Heavy Duty Shocks 


REBUILDABLE 
$29.95 pair 


5-Way Adjustable 
Duty Shocks 
Rebuildable 
Lustrous Chrome 
Springs—12%” length 
Dune Buggy Specials 
$34.95 Pr, 
Standard H.D. Model 
$29.95 Pr. 


$32.00 
Pr. 


Heavy 


ilo 


Ì 


d 


` 
H 


IW 


\ 


Motocross Model 


Deluxe Desert Model- 
$34.00 Pr. 
Other lengths also available 
Honda 一 All Models in Stock 
FREE LITERATURE! 


Calif. residents add 5% for 
sales tax. 


= 
= 
= 
=a 
att 
E ng 


DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


North 
American 
imports 


2325 Cerro Gordo 
P.O. Box N 
Mojave, Calif. 93501 
(805) 824-4261 








K&N HAS SPECIAL 
TOOLS FOR THE 

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC, 

[ es wı Em Eza es wm 


ÎsEND s1 FOR “THE 1973 CATALOG” 
fname 


Address 


City State Zip 


| 
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B K&N Engineering B 
& P.O. Box 1329, Dept. PC 8 

| Riverside, Calif. 92501 J 


Bo wn m mm m mı mm pm pm em pm em 
68/POPULAR CYCLING 





BUYERS GUIDE 





If you are tired of bent and broken han- 
dlebar levers, then IMPAC Industries has the 
answer. They have recently introduced an 
unbreakable lever assembly that is made 
from a new synthetic material. Because of 
its unique one-piece bracket design, it can 
be used for either clutch or brake applica- 
tions. These levers have a resistance to sol- 
vents and chemicals, weathering and will not 
permanently deform due to a crash, they are 
also guaranteed for life. Get them from your 
dealer or write IMPAC Industries, Dept. PC, 
5704 Bellaire Blvd., Houston, TX 77036. 





Gatorade has been sold in food stores for 
a long time now and it’s a proven energy 
booster and dehydration preventative. Plus, 
it’s unbeatable as a thirst quencher; its lime 
flavor is refreshing any time. The news is 
that Gatorade is available in powder form 
from Webco dealers. The dry mix is ideal for 
recreational vehicle travel; no bottles to 
stow or break. When you're thirsty, mix up 
a batch (water and Gatorade mix readily 
with very little agitation); one $.38 envelope 
makes a quart. See your local Webco dealer. 





Kawasaki has a complete line of goggles 
for cycle riders and their passengers for 1973. 
For the competition rider there are racing 


goggles with tear-off lens for muddy and wet 
conditions; as the outer lens become dirty 
they can be discarded. Racing goggles come 
with clear tear-off lens and either tinted in- 
ner lens or polarized lens. All goggles come 
with flexible lightweight black rubber 


frames with flow-through vents to prevent 
fogging. See your local Kawasaki dealer. 





A new addition to the accessory line 
available from Competition Dynamics is a 
frame kit which improves the handling of 
competition and off-road motorcycles. The 
new design of the kit eliminates the possi- 
bility of frame breakage due to heat em- 
brittlement during welding and insures 
proper frame alignment no matter how in- 
accurately the frame was cut during installa- 
tion. This is not just a lowering kit, it in- 
cludes hardware to alter all the facets of 
frame necessary for proper handling. For 
more information contact Competition 
Dynamics, Dept. PC, 3421 East Harvard, 
Phoenix, AZ 85008. 





Leather motocross pants are the newest 
addition to the Hi-Point Accessory line. 
These high quality leather pants feature 
padded knees and thighs, a zippered front 
with side-zippered legs, front belt for easy 
adjustment, made of 100 percent top grade 
leather and are fully lined. They come in 
black or gold with matching stars and stripes 
along the side of each leg. Sizes small, med- 
ium or large, they are available from any 
Penton or Hi-Point Accessory dealer. 





Sportster speed equipment for the 
Harley-Davidsons is available from S & S 


at 
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A Winner 
in more 
ways 
than one 








Don Emde won this year’s .Daytona 200 for 
Team MotorCycle Weekly but it’s not only on 
the track that we're first past the post. 
Worldwide race coverage, road tests, features, 
personality profiles, industry news — it’s all 
faster with MCW. Subscribe . . . and keep 
yourself ahead of the pack! 





MOTORCYCLE WEEKLY, 
2061 Business Center Drive, 
Irvine, California 92664. 


Please enter my subscription for 
( ) 3 years (150 issues) for $19.50 
($33.00 under newsstand cost) 
( ) 2 years (100 issues) for $15.00 
($20.00 under newsstand cost) 
( ) 1 year (50 issues) for $9.00 
($8.50 under newsstand cost) 
NEW SUBSCRIBER 












RENEWAL (recent mailing 
label enclosed) 







NAME 






AODRESS 






CITY 






STATE ZIP 
Allow three weeks for first delivery 











CUT OUT AND MAIL TODAY 


Cycle Equipment, a long-time supplier of 
goodies to provide that extra urge. Available 
for immediate delivery are stroker fly- 
wheels, alloy pushrods, aluminum alloy in- 
take manifolds—standard length or extra 
long, and velocity stacks for the Bendix and 
Tillotson carburetors. Write for further in- 
formation on these items and other H-D 
speed equipment (1974's too) to: S & S 
Cycle Equipment, Dept. PC. P.O. Box 215, 
Viola, WI 54665. 


A complete new line of custom styled 
fiberglass helmets are being announced by 
Trabaca Products. These helmets are fully 
approved and made of the strongest light- 
weight aircraft quality fiberglass. Trabaca 
Products offers a full line of solid, metal- 
flake and matching special design models. 
For more information contact Trabaca 
Products, Dept: PC, 837 West 18th Street, 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627. 





For superior riding control and handling 
ability Boge is offering a new line of shock 
absorbers for Honda SL 350, CB 750 and 
SL 175. The secret to Boge control is in the 
double dampening inner valve which allows 
a soft return. The entire unit is factory 
sealed and outlasts other shocks three to 
one. Springs are progressively wound 60 to 
90 Ib. Specify the make and model when 
ordering. $37.45 per pair. For more in- 
formation contact Dimes-Moto Imports, 
Dept. PC, P.O. Box 4055, Fullerton, CA 
92631. 





Santee Industries, San Fernando-based 
manufacturers of a quality line of custom 
cycle parts and accessories has added a 
handsome electric box for 750-cc Hondas to 
its rapidly expanding list of products. 

Made from the finest Kaiser .16-gauge 





GREATEST 
CLEANING 


d EK 
STA-LUBE 
HAND 
GLEANER 


STA-LUBE, INC. 
COMPTON, CALIFORNIA 90221 
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What’s it all about?? 


terrain. 










PICKINGA 

MACHINE FOR: 
price -style-sport - racing 
performance + transportation Ht 
WHERE-TO-BUY-IT ALL! 
DRIVING TIPS FROM THE PROS 
TECHNICAL RUNOOWN ON ENGINES & SUSPENSIONS 
SNOWMOBILE SAFETY + PICKING A PRO RACING MACHINE 
















ranchers, and rangers 


Prepare for a great season now! 


It’s the all-complete book. 


Buying Guide: There is a model-by-model comparison of all new ma- 
chines, spanking new in “73 Snowmobile. specifications.” 
Check out “Snowmobiling, the economy way” for more info 
on the low-price field, 

Performance and Tuning: 7echnical articles are well diagrammed like, 
Inside the Engines, and Suspension Shakedown. 

Accessories: There's a constant flow of new equipment for your Snow- 
mobile, Itemized from trailers to engine parts with a directory 
of where to buy it for your convenience. 


Covers everything from wind chill factor to fog-proof goggles! 
Read how to 
dress right and how to drive right then happy sledding. ... 


On sale on your newsstand or mail the handy coupon 
and enclose $1.75 plus 25¢ postage and handling. 


meee cano ee ` mmm ` mmm ` emm 


Delta Distributors Co. 
131 South Barrington Place 
Los Angeles, California 90049 


Please send me a copy of All About Snowmobiles. Enclosed 


Name 





Address 





City 





State Zip 





E 
| 

| 

| 
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| is payment of $1.75 plus 25d postage/handling. 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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/t’s ALL ABOUT SNOWMOBILING. 


Fun NEW SPORT for Thrills and Chills 


The wonderous little vehicle that awaits your 
command to bound over the rough snowy 


For the free spirit who has taken to his ma- 
chine for the sheer joy of adventure. Or the 


biles to beat the weather . 


READ ON.... We'll tell you what it’s all 
about .... DRIVING TIPS e 
BUYING GUIDE e ACCESSORIES 


IT'S A BIG BOOK -- 140 pages. PERFORMANCE e TUNING e RACING e 
e BOUTIQUE e 















who rely on snowmo- 





Watch for the 

new issue of 
Popular Snowmobiling, 
on your 

newsstand soon. 








Blueaway! 


Finest product known for removing high 
temperature discoloration from chrome 
exhaust. pipes on cycles or autos. 
Blueaway leaves beautiful protective 
finish with absolutely no abrasive marks. 
65 gram bottle only $1.80 at most 
dealers. For. additional lustre, treat with 
famous Simichrome Polish. Dealers! 
Make $$ with these! Write: 


G 


COMPETITION CHEMICALS 


Box 141-000 + lowa Falls, lowa 50128 





COLLECTOR'S 


blue bind- 

esris Vto 

keep them in. Each gold-printed 9 by 
12 binder holds 12 issues —-one full 
year — of POPULAR CYCLING. A 
colorful addition to any bookshelf, 
Great for easy reference. A must for 
keeping your magazines clean and 
organized, Protect your magazines 
for tomorrow by ordering a binder 
today! 

CORONADO BOOK CORPORATION 
131 Barrington Place 

Los Angeles, California 90049 


Please send me POPULAR 


CYCLING binders @ $4,50 each 


Enclosed is my payment by 
( ) Check ( ) Money Order 
Name 
Street 
City 
State Zip Code 


(Please Print Clearly) 





BUYERS GUIDE 


cold-rolled steel, the new electric box will 
house and hide the rectifier assembly, and 
many other electrical components, while add- 
ing a distinct touch of beauty and styling. 

The electric box is deep chromed in San- 
tee's own chroming division; adapts very 
easily to most types of frames. 

Like all Santee products, the new electric 
box is fully guaranteed, and is available 
from any of the nearly 1000 Santee dealers 
from coast to coast. 

For further information, write to Santee 
Industries, Inc., Dept. PC, 651 Arroyo Ave., 
San Fernando, CA 91340. 








Finally an answer to Number Plate Neu- 
rosis. Falcon Enterprises has debuted a new 
number plate system recently on the Trans- 
AMA International MX series. The Falcon 
system consists of a super tough molded 
number plate and a set of molded, high im- 
pact, snap-on numbers. The plates fit all 
models of motorcycles and meet all AMA 
and F.I.M. regulations for size and color. 


- The three-dimensional molded numbers can 


be arranged to make any combination of 
one, two and three digit numbers. The race 
proven plates and numbers will be available 
soon through your local dealer or distributor. 





A new V-4 reed manifold kit for “bolt- 
on” performance improvement of the popu- 
lar Suzuki 125 Duster has been introduced. 

Changeover to reed valve timing, accord- 
ing to the manufacturer, improves throttle 
response and increases engine performance 
for the Enduro rider throughout the full 
rpm range, and eliminates engine loading. 

Included in the kit are the adapter mani- 
fold, reed cage and reeds, all needed mount- 
ing hardware, instructions and Filtron filter 
assembly especially suited for Duster use. 
The manifold body is made of aluminum 
alloy with a roto finish for good looks, 
while the system utilizes the bike’s stock 
carburetor for maximum performance im- 
provement at reasonable cost. 

The kit, Model G5130, is $29.95. Write 
for full information or send $.25 for a cata- 
log of cycle performance items, to G.E.M. 
Products, Inc., Dept. PC, 496 E. St. Charles 
Rd., Carol Stream, IL 60187. 


ALL NEW 
TWO STORY SHOWROOM 


OYAMAHA OHUSOQVARNA 
OTRIUMPH OBULTACO 
OBSA ORICKMAN 
OJAWA-CZ OMAICO 
PLUS; 
LOADS OF ACCESSORIES, 


# USED CYCLES, 
AND SERVICE, 


13347 WASHINGTON BLVD. 
MARINA DEL REY, CALIF. 
(213) 390-3406 


«a “<a 


COMPETITION ACCESSORIES 


KAWASAKI SINGLES 


OFF THE ROAD or ON THE TRACK 


Muffled Chambers 

Moto X Foot Pegs 
Side Mount Air Cleaner 

Skid Plate Brush Guards 


Fork Brace 


CHECK OUT ALL OF OUR KAWASAKI COMPETITION 
ACCESSORIES, DYNO-TESTED QUALITY PRODUCTS. 


CATALOG $1:00 ` Refundable on your first order. 


SEND TO CREATIVE ENTERPRISE, BOX 204° R. R. 2, 
PRINCETON, ILL. 61356 Phone 815-879-7651 
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BY fibre-mold 
FOR THE 750 HONDA 


Ultimate Styling by Fibre-mold 

Install with Honda Tool Kit 
Instructions included 

Weighs 15 Ibs. 

Gas capacity 2.5 gals. 

Complete unit any std. color $175.00 
Metalflake colors available: 

Red — Gold — Blue — Green — Orange 
— Silver — Burgundy — Blue — Dark 
Brown — Additional cost $20.00 
Complete Primed unit (with seat, less 
upholstery) $130.00 

Specify year and model. C.O.D. orders 
40% deposit 

Shipped F.O.B. Collect 


fibre-mold 


921 No. Birmingham 
Tulsa, Okla. 74110 Tel. 918/932-4393 


Select Standard Sizes or Custom Fit 
Only Top Quality Garment Leather 
Choose from Wide Variety of Colors 
Padding and/or Lining are Optional 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ! 


on Standard-Size Motocross Leathers 
—allow 10 days for Custom Fitted. 
NON-Motocross Leathers also available ! 


Send 25¢ for 4-color brochure NOW 


CALIFORNIA 


312 SOUTH PALM AVE. 261B 
ALHAMBRA, CALIF. 91803 
TELEPHONE (213) 289-9138 
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| FASTBACK ROADSTER | 


MOTOCROSSER 


when the bike is straight/upright trac- 


tion will be at its best). 

Since traction is a key factor to for- 
ward momentum Ake stresses that a 
rider should always think about how 
to accelerate in the quickest way out 
of turns and over rough terrain. Areas 
where traction or forward momentum 
is easily lost is on jumps. In general, 
the longer the rear wheel is on the 
ground the more traction you will 
have. Jumps must be analyzed care- 
fully. There are those that are high 
flying and speed is no more time con- 
suming than if you slowed down to 
keep the wheel on the ground. But 
high flying riders rarely get around the 
quickest. When looking at a jump you 
have to determine your approach, the 
shape of the crest plus where you will 
land. Throttle control and braking are 
the secrets to good jumping. For in- 
stance, if the jump has a sharp rise on 
the top which would catch the rear 
tire and pitch the bike up if hit too 
fast, then it should be approached by 
getting the bike level and straight and 
you should be ready to accelerate 
quickly upon landing. You would 
approach the jump as fast as possible 
leaving time for hard brake application 
on the take-off slope, so when you loft 
the front end you are actually tipping 
the bike over the crest. You do that by 
helping the bike rotate and you must 
remain agile, as a slight miscalculation 
might require a shift of your weight to 
help correct the bike. As the front end 
crests the jump you raise your body 
off the seat in a standing position and 
roll off the throttle. You are helping 
unload the suspension and allowing 
the back end to come up quicker. If 
your speed is not too fast this will tip 
the front end over the crest in a near 
front-wheel landing style. Should the 


‘back end get too high then a quick 


blurb of the throttle will help get it 
back down. Again the standing posi- 
tion is good for landing as some of 
your own weight is absorbed in your 
legs and not in the suspension which, 
should the landing become a hard one 
you will be less likely to lose control 
of the bike. In @ssence, the fore and 
aft control can be steered somewhat 
with the throttle, and flying low to the 
ground is the fastest method to the 
finish line. 

Using berms can prove to be one of 
the best traction methods through a 
turn. There are hazards, too, like a 
berm collapsing or going over the top 
of it. The most important objective of 
the berm is in the entry so you can use 
it totally for acceleration. When you 
line up for the turn you want to posi- 
tion the bike so you hit the berm 
properly and ride it all the way 
through the turn under hard accelera- 
tion. The exception to this is sand 
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berms as they are the most hazardous, 
obviously because they are soft and 
usually have deep ruts or holes. Ake 


tries to ride a sand berm on the pegs so . 


he can move his weight fore or aft as 
the deep holes can cause you to bog 
down suddenly. By being on the pegs 
he can control his traction by getting 
forward if the bike tends to bog or 
rearward should he have too much 
wheelspin. His objective is to avoid 
shifting while making the turn as a 
missed shift in the sand (primarily on a 
slow turn) could stop you almost 
instantly and cause you to fall or stall 
the engine. 

On the harder surface berms the 
general hazard is getting into the berm 
too fast or at the wrong angle or riding 
up too high on it and possibly going 
over the top. If you see you are going 
up too high you must apply the rear 
brake to slow down the speed. If the 
berm is a good solid one then you can 
lay the bike over further into the turn 
but should it give away, you will fall. 

Probably a section that can be con- 
sidered the most impressive when 
watching a champion motocrosser is 
on a downhill. They smooth them out 
and Ake has the answer to doing just 
that. He likes to refer to the downhill 
at Carlsbad, for an example, as it is full 
of ruts all the way to the bottom. The 
important factor for downhills is the 
suspension. It must work for you so 
the bike will go straight. Then if the 
hill is rough you can make it smoother 
by gassing it so you go fast enough to 
hit only the tops of the bumps. This 
takes practice and good conditioning 
but really pays off when the race gets 
tight. 

Rough courses are hard to relax on 
and downhilis do require a tight grip 
on the bars. More crashes occur on 
motocross tracks because a ders 
forearms tighten up to where he really 
can’t control his throttle and brake 
effectively. It is hard to relax some- 
times but Ake feels the tension which 
causes this tightness in the forearms 
can best be relieved if the rider con- 
centrates on his riding only and not 
the guy in front. In other words, if he 
would concentrate on a speed to 
which he can comfortably handle his 
bike he would relax more and most 
likely find himself going faster than he 
was when he thought he was fast 
chasing the riders ahead of him. 

Ake is quick to say that he tries to 
go very fast at all times. If he gets a 
bad start he will try to catch up before 
the leader gets too far out, but he still 
only concentrates on his riding and 
where he wants to put his bike around 
the course. The novice should not try 
to beat Ake now, but take his tips on 
the fundamentals of motocrossing and 


practice. Don’t be discouraged if you ` 


can’t do everything at first; after all, 


Ake couldn’t at first either. EA 
I 
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TRAIL BIKE 
QUARTERLY 


Spring, 1972: 
Eco.logy and the 
Biker; How to Cow- 
trail; Bike Packing 
for the Trail + Trail 
Tests on the Suzuki 
Rover and the 
Zundapp GS 125, 
and more. 


Winter, 1971: 

What the AMA and 
MIC are doing to 
protect motorcy- 
cling; Insight into 
cycling expert Mal- 
colm Smith + Trail 
Tests on Bultaco 
Lobito 125 and 
Yamahe DT-2 
Enduro. 


Spring, 1971: 

Basic Tips for Trail 
Riding; Waterproof- 
ing for Wet Weather 
Riding; Trail Bike 
Market + Trail Tests 
for Yamaha RT-1B, 
Kawasaki 125 E. 


DON'T MISS THIS OFFER. Trail Bike 
Riders, this is a chance to pick up 
those valuable copies of TRAIL BIKE 
you may have missed on the news- 
stand. Add to your biking pleasure 
today!!! 


Delta Distributing Company 
131 S. Barrington Place 
Los Angeles, California 90049 


Enclosed is my ( ) check or 
( ) money order for the copies of 
TRAIL BIKE checked below: 
Add 25¢ for postage and handling. 


[ ] Spring, 1972 $1.00 
[ ] Winter, 1971 1.00 
{ ] Spring, 1971 1.00 


Name ——_—_ 


Addressi me <——— 


City 一 
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Completely portable soldering freedom 
of action, independent of any power cord 
and outlet, is the main advantage of the 
unique new Wahl “Iso-Tip”” cordless solder- 
ing iron. The ni-cad battery-powered iron 
can solder up to 100 joints or more on a 
single charge. It comes to full 700-degree 
soldering heat within five seconds at the 
press of a button and even spotlights the 
work area with a built-in guide light. With 
no cord to get in the way, no plug to look 
for or extension cord to string, the user has 
much more versatility —soldering in hard-to- 
get-at areas, with the power off, outside or 
“wherever the work is.” 

The iron will recharge from dead to full 
overnight, automatically without overcharg- 
ing, when connected to the recharging unit. 

The “lso-Tip” kit, model 7600, comes 
complete with the iron, recharger and a de- 
tachable general purpose soldering tip for 
about $22.95. Accessories available include 
a fine tip, protective carrier tube and an 
auto cigarette lighter charger adapter. The 
kit and accessories are available through 
most retail outlets. 





Swiss Epoxy Muffler & Tailpipe Bandage 
is the newest item in Swiss Laboratory's (a 
Go-Jo Industry) family of consumer- 
oriented auto and home repair products 
which includes famous Black Magic Metal 
Mender. It is used to repair holes in muf- 
flers, tailpipes and other parts of the ex- 
haust systems of autos, trucks, snowmo- 
biles, cycles, boats and dune buggies in only 
five minutes without tools or messy mix- 
tures and features the bonding strength of 
epoxy. 

Application requires removing loose rust 
particles from the area to be repaired with 
emery cloth or a wire brush; the engine of 
the vehicle should then be run for 5-10 
minutes; the bandage cut to the desired size; 
the protective wrap removed and the band- 
age tightly wound around the area to be re- 
paired with edges of the bandage overlap- 
ping approximately one inch. The bandage 
becomes pliable when contact is made with 
the warm exhaust system. Driving the vehi- 
cle for about 20 minutes will cure the 
bandage and form a durable bond with the 
exhaust system. 

Small holes in the muffler and plate are 
repaired bý cutting a piece of Swiss Epoxy 
Muffler & Tailpipe Bandage large enough to 
cover the hole with an overlap around the 
hole and following the same procedure. 

For more information write Go-Jo In- 
dustries, Inc., Dept. PC, P.O. Box 991, 
Akron, OA 44309. E 
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$49.95 
$59.95 
Custom Spool Hub with 


Bearings Laced and True 
Complete with Tire and 
Tube $49.95 


NORTH 
AMERICAN 
IMPORTS 


2325 Cerro Gordon—P.O. Box N 
Mojave, Calif. 93501 
(805) 824-4261 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


Suzuki 


ACCESSORY 
GUIDE 


ONE STOP SHOPPING 
FOR ACCESSORIES 


jé ONE STOP SHOPPING 
FOR PARTS 


2 ALL TYPES OF TUNING 
EQUIPMENT 


SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 


SNe SE ER Ed 
A Be Ocelot Eng. e? Be 
PRODUCTS 


1631 La Cadena Dr. 
Riverside, Calif. 92501 


Enclosed is $1.00, please send me 
your catalog. 


Name 
Street 
Cityn a a eee PEST Zp) 
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HI-RISE HANDLEBARS Bale in GH e 
wi 
AND CABLES 1 each clutch, 
throttle & fr. brake cable, $25.00 
postpaid. Add $4.00 for each extra 
throttle or choke. Most Clutch & Fr. 
Brake $4.50 each. 


HONDA 750 & 500: Bars as above with 
longer brake hose $33.45. 
Speedometer cables 10” longer for Honda 


, 175, 350, 450, 500 & 750. Also 
Yamaha YDS3 & XS-1. $9.00 post- 
paid: 

Hallbracket side stands for Triumphs, 
B Norton & BMW $16.45 plus 
postage. 

AMAL 900 concentric carbs R or L 26, 
28,30 & 32 mm $38.00 each. 


HALL’S MOTORCYCLE SALES 
Dept. PC Box 4103, Alexandria, La. 71301 





We Have the | 
WEBCO ` 


Parts You’ve | 
Looked For ! 


Thanks to our Super-Speedy Mail-Order $ 
Service, those WEBCO parts, accessori 
can be mailed to you within 24 hours 
Do This: Write Dept. W-201, giving 3 
Webco catalog no. product name, price. û 
Include check or money order for total, 
With estimate of shipping cost addeı 


deposit. Webco Catalogs î 


are available for $1 ppd. 
Be Sustain Guar- 
de + ãnteed or Money 
ees, Refunded !!! el 
Visit our Store ! 


A. ¬ok ¬kk 7k Ox Ok dc dikc oc Ok oc oc ox ok 


3001 Red Hills Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 (714) 979-1550 





Gupp and 
starts squal 


ding U' dy spray 
comes to exten Get a handy : 
power where it belong n ‘of Whir juice at 
your dealers. ln 
several sizes. - - 


SEND 50¢ 
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KAWASAKI ARTS: 
CRANKSHAFT REBUILDING 


Performance Modifications 
All Kawasaki Models 


D & A KAWASAKI, INC. 
4918 Hazel Ave., Trevose, Penna. 19047 





cycle DISCOUNT supply 


Why pay more for parts & things?? 
Check our prices Before you buy!! 


Send 25¢ for our Illustrated catalog 
covering Custom, Trail, & “Chopper” 
cycle parts, accessories, equipment, Re- 
pair & Maintenance Manuals, Etc. 


California Cycle Supply 
P.O. Box 192-P Fairbury, lll. 61739 





PARTS 


1 Day Mail Order Service 


NATIONWIDE 
From New England’s Leading BSA Dealer 
NORFOLK Box 81, Rte 1A, 
MOTORCYCLES Norfolk, Mass. 02056 





Call (617) 384-7555 


ELECTROPLATING EQUIP. 


Portable Platers, Supplies & “Know-How.” 

Build your own tanks for Nickel, Chrome, etc. 

Easy-to-install PVC liners. Rectifier components 

— all sizes. Schematic parts lists, formulas, op- 

erating instructions for all plating. Guar. to save 

25%-75%. Some good used units for sale. 
Send for FREE details. 


PLATERS SERVICE CO. 
1511-X Esperanza Los Angeles 90023 


I-N-V-E-N-T-0-R-S 
WE NEED AUTO INVENTIONS 


Sell your invention for cash—need money for Patent?—Are technical 
problems holding you back? Universal Inventions has helped In- 
ventors all over the world—just like yourself—why not you? Inventions 
provide the magic spring-hoard to sudden riches. R EMBER. w 
either sell your invention or pay you a cash banus, Write for details. 


UNIVERSAL INVENTIONS, Dept. 3! Marion, Ohio 











Franchised Dealer For 

HONDA 

YAMAHA 

TRIUMPH 

LAMBRETTA 
4000 Kennedy Blvd., Union City, N. J. 07087 

201-863-2500 


TRIPLE CHROME PLATING 


All parts beautifully plated. Give us make 
of cycle when writing for free price list. 
Dealer inquiries invited. W. Swirin-PC 
2446 3rd St., Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024. 
Phone: 201-947-3092. 

















“ESA GOLD STAR PARTS 


Shipped Anywhere 

Jim Hunter Motorcycle Repair 

Specializing In BSA repairs & used parts 
1140 South Cypress St., Unit A 

LaHabra, Calif. 90631, 714 / 525-1504 







KEN MAELY 
the shoeman A 
Route 2, Box 75B, Za 
Corona, Calif. 
Ask the man who 


wears one! plus c.o:d. 


& postage 


$2995 


Send boot or cardboard cutout. 
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three 


Three machines with 


one basic, proven 


concept... honesty! 


If you were to sit down 
and design a light weight Enduro 
bike, aware of the nation-wide 
demands of Enduro competition, 
conscious of the owners’ cost of 
replacement parts and wanting 
the very best value for your 
money... you'd likely come up 
with a motorcycle just like the 
Hodaka Wombat 125. 

Priced less than the Euro- 
pean machines and more than the 
Japanese Enduro bikes, the hand- 
made Wombat is an Enduro Bike 
IN FACT rather than just in name. 

In secret test runs with in- 
experienced Enduro riders, the 
Wombat “Silver Medalled” the 
gruelling Bad Rock and Trask 
Mountain Two Day Trials. Al- 
though the Wombat looks deceiv- 
ingly like other Hodakas, its new 
black frame, longer wheelbase, 
engine size and performance are 
only a few of the 143 differences 
between it and the 100 B+ trail 
bike. 

A sturdy trail performer, 
the Hodaka B+ now incorporates 
features suggested by nearly a 
decade of Hodaka riders. Its gen- 
erous ground clearance, torque- 
producing engine, 50 inch wheel- 
base and many other well 





SUPER RAT 100cc MXer 





thought-out features ideally suit 
the B+ to rugged trail use. 


The third member of Ho- 
daka's winning team is the almost 
legendary Super Rat 100cc moto- 
crosser. Out-of-the-crate and onto 
the track in less than 10 minutes. 
Completely race-ready with knob- 
bie tires, silenced expansion cham- 
ber, 5-speed MX gear-box, heavy- 


‘duty clutch, giant Micronic air 


cleaner and regulation number 
plates. 


You could be the Hodaka 
rider selected for a spot on the 
official Hodaka manufacturer's 
team at the 1973 International Six 
Days Trial. Visit your local Hodaka 
dealer, he has the details. Ask for 
the official TEAM HODAKA entry 
form. While you're there examine 
the Wombat, Hodaka’'s new 125cc 
Enduro and ISDT contender. 


If you’re not yet a Ho- 
daka owner, send for your copy of 
the “Hodaka Story”. Include your 
name, address, and zip code along 
with 25¢ to PABATCO, 273-C 
Sherman Road, Athena, Oregon 
97813. We'll also send you the 
address of your nearest Hodaka 
dealer. Canadian readers should 
write to Gemini Ind. Ltd., 2525 
Stephens Street, Vancouver, B.C. 
Australian inquiries can be sent to 


NEW HODAKA 125cc WOMBAT Enduro 


Now there are 
HODAKAS 


je e 
biir 





D 4 y J> din 6 
e? WAART, hy 
Adi, yA Kë APE (A 


100cc HODAKA B+ Trail Bike 





Minilya Pty., Ltd., 
P.O. Box 209 S. 
Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia 3205. 


Hodaka is designed 
and imported by 
PABATCO. 


HODAKA 
SALES 
SERVICE. 


the sign 
that means 
business ! 
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"Mile after mile att, mi- 


The Harley-Davic 


FLH-1200. 
The wide-trac， 1c 
builtto obe» - ou: arl 


New ful! ow « 

Exclus. hyd : b 
frontand ln: le 
suspensio. 

Strength Starr: ia.” 
the Harley- avic -n Fu. 

1200 cc: fn rized 
magnificent =. 

Just for the “ur Ê”, ayê 

Take onthe’ ig’ .av 

Mile after mi; te le. 

Harley-Davidson, 

Milwaukee, Wiscons;n £ 

Member Motorcycle | DA :ouncil 
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Harley-Davidson FLH-1200. 
N. AA GICH fACE E ICCOUIM Sek, 


